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Letter  From  The  Editor 


paper  in 
a bigarticle 
group.  It  was 
as  they  say  in 
ng.  I fired  off  an 


Back  i n May,  the  news- 
Bergen  County, New  Jersey  ran 
on  members  of  the  local  Tri-Ess 
interesting  to  see  that  much  "ink," 
the  paper  biz,  devoted  to  crossdress- 
email  to  the  writer  to  let  her  know  that  we  all  appreciated 
her  effort.  I also  told  her  that  since  she  had  concentrated  her 
research  on  the  local  Tri-Ess  group  she  was  missing  part  of 
the  story.  For  one  thing  all  the  women  who  were  married  to 
the  featured  CDs  were  mortified  that  their  men  wanted  to 
do  this.  I pointed  out  that  she  hadn't  even  mentioned  the 
convention  that  T ri-Ess  sponsors  strictly  for  spouses  (SPICE) 
and  that  there  were  in  fact  spouses  and  girlfriends  who 
don't  have  a big  problem  with  their  own  loveable  CDs. 

The  writer  responded  to  my  email  and  said  she  had  to  cut 
the  SPICE  reference  for  space,  and  that  she  had  talked  to 
many  spouses,  both  in  the  local  group  and  in  Tri-Ess 
national  and,  "The  vast,  vast  majority  were  pretty  unhappy 
about  their  husband's  crossdressing..." 

Commence  opinionated  mode! 

Odd  how  an  organization  that  is  devoted  to  the  hetero- 
sexual crossdresser  and  his  spouse  has  a "vast  majority"  of  its 
member's  spouses  unhappy  about  their  husband's  dressing? 

Cease  opinionated  mode! 

Could  it  be  that  the  CDs  are  not  helping  the  spouses 
understand?  Perhaps  we  should  note  here  that  most  of  us 
get  a bit  self  focused  when  we  begin  to  explore  our 
crossdressing.  Add  some  paranoia  to  that,  "Omigawd!  I 
can't  let  anyone  know  about  this  strange  desire,"  and  you 
have  a bad  mix  for  openness  and  sharing  with  your  life 
partner.  Having  been  there  myself  I know  it's  one  of  the 


hardest  things  in  the  world  for  a crossdresser  to  sit  down, 
look  his  wife  in  the  face  and  tell  her  the  real  deal. 

And,  it  doesn't  get  any  easier.  In  fact,  it  gets  harder  the 
longer  you  have  kept  it  deep  in  the  closet.  I cannot  imagine 
what  it's  like  when  you've  been  with  someone  for  forty  or 
fifty  years  and  she  doesn't  know  who  you  really  are.  I can 
imagine  how  she  might  feel,  though. 

She  might  feel  like  she  can't  trust  you  about  anything 
anymore.  Is  it  a wonder  that  when  we  protest,  "But  honey, 
I'm  not  gay,"  she  has  trouble  believing  it?  I have  sat  in  bars, 
nightclubs,  support  group  meetings,  and  talked  with  many 
CDs  over  the  years.  I know  that  the  "vast  majority"  don't 
handle  it  properly.  They  hold  off  on  telling  their  wife  how 
they  really  feel.  They  temper  the  truth.  And  they  tell 
downright  lies.  I can't  begin  to  count  the  times  a married 
"heterosexual  crossdresser,"  has  told  me  in  a just-be- 
tween-us  voice  that  she  has  fooled  around  sexually  with 
men  and  her  wife  doesn't  know. 

Call  me  old  fashioned  but  if  you're  in  a committed 
relationship  and  polyamoury  (having  multiple  sex  partners) 
is  not  one  of  the  negotiated  conditions  of  that  relationship 
then  it's  just  plain  old  cheating.  It  doesn't  matter  if  "Debbie" 
did  it  instead  of  Frank.  It  all  boils  down  to,  "Is  our  relation- 
ship good?"  A lot  of  people,  whether  TG  issues  are  involved 
or  not,  don't  have  good  spousal  relationships.  And  that  self 
involvement  we  have  makes  it  easierto  ignore  the  problems 
with  your  wife  and  go  on  having  fun  doing  your  makeup. 
"Oh,  she's  upset  about  something.  Guess  I'll  go  dress 
shopping."  An  attitude  like  that  doesn't  play  well. 

You  may  have  noticed  I haven't  said  anything  about 
unprotected  sex.  I shouldn't  have  to.  With  STDs  like  AIDS, 
hepatitis,  and  the  rest  of  the  less  deadly  ones,  out  there,  it 
doesn't  make  any  sense  to  have  unprotected  sex  with 
anyone.  It  makes  even  less  sense  to  have  unprotected  sex 
with  some  guy  who  bought  you  a drink  and  then  will  pass 
a potentially  deadly  sexually  transmitted  disease  to  you  and 
your  unsuspecting  spouse.  Please  be  smart  and,  if  you're 
not  smart,  try  to  be  careful 

Another  mini  rant  I want  to  express  is  how  some  groups' 
rule  on  no  homosexuals  and  transsexuals  allowed  just 
doesn't  work.  One  of  the  girls  in  the  article  is  quoted  as 
saying,  "We  try  to  keep  the  homosexuals  and  transsexuals 
out  of  the  group,  because  otherwise,  the  wives  would 
panic."  Too  late!  It  appears  the  wives  have  already  pan- 
icked. Shutti ng  them  away  from  the  whole  T G spectrum  just 
makes  it  all  the  more  scary.  The  answer  is  knowledge,  not 
sticking  your  head  in  the  sand. 


O 


Melissa  Franks.  Photo  by  Randi  Thomas. 
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Lady  Like 


A Franks  Conversation! 


LL:  Hi  Melissa , thanks  so  much  for 
joining  the  ranks  of  LadyLike  Profile 
girls. 

M:  It's  my  pleasure.  Now  my  pal 
Sarah  Thomas  can't  gloat  about  her 
shot  at  stardom  anymore. 

LL:  You  were  born  in  a small 
town  in  northeast  Pennsylva- 
nia with  six  siblings  but  you 
suffered  an  enormous  loss  at 
an  early  age. 

M:  Yes.Mymotherdied  when 
I was  seven.  Her  death  left  me 
devastated.  My  mom  really  loved 
me  and  took  care  of  me  so  well. 
She  meant  so  much  to  me.  Think- 
ing back  on  it,  I realize  I never 
really  got  to  know  her.  My  father 
and  sisters  couldn't  substitute  the 
love  and  caring  that  my  mother 
gave  me. 

LL:  It's  awful  to  lose  your 
mother  at  any  age  but  at  that 
time  in  your  life  it's  a real  trial. 
How  did  you  cope  at  the  age  of 
seven? 

M:  I started  trying  on  my  sister's  cloth- 
ing. I guess  there  could  be  a psychological  explanation  for 
it.  I was  searching  for  that  female  force  in  my  life  and  since 
my  mother  was  gone,  female  clothing  might  serve  as  a 
substitute.  Plus,  my  four  older  siblings  were  girls  so  I had 
plenty  of  clothing  to  "borrow." 


LL:Did  you  start  wearing  your  sisters'  clothes  right  after 
your  mother  passed  away? 

M:  This  all  started  when  I was  9,  maybe  1 0.  At  the  time 
I was  leading  a fairly  normal  boy's  life;  had  a paper  route, 
played  little  league  baseball  and  didn't  like  girls.  But  I did 
like  their  clothes  and  was  envious  of  them.  I couldn't 
understand  why  they  got  to  wear  all  the  pretty  things  and  I 
was  stuck  with  jeans  and  T-shirts. 

LL:  Did  you  feel  like  I did , that  there  must  be  something 
odd  going  on  with  you? 

M:  I worried  why  I was  so  attracted  to  the  girly  things.  It 
made  me  think,  "I  must  be  the  only  one  who  feels  this  way." 
So  I went  through  childhood  like  that,  sneaking  my  sister's 
things  and  fretting  over  how  twisted  I was. 


LL:  I didn't  have  a sister  to  filch  stuff  from  so  I had  to 
wait  till  my  mom's  stuff  fit  me.  But  I felt  the  same  way.  I 
think  it's  common  for  us  to  feel  like  we're  the  only  one's 
who  could  possibly  have  these  feelings.  By  the  way ; do 
your  sisters  know  about  your  femme  side  now? 

M:  None  of  my  sisters  know,  though  I have  been  consid- 
ering telling  one  of  them. 


LL:  Good  luck  with  that  revelation.  When  did  you  find 
out  you  weren't  alone? 

M:  My  first  hint  that  there  were  others  like  me  was  a 
newspaper  article  about  Christine  Jorgensen.  Here  was 
someone  who  seemed  to  be  like  me!  I devoured  the  story. 
Later  that  evening  at  the  dinner  table,  the  adults  were 
discussing  it,  and  I decided  to  add  my  comments.  I don't 
recall  what  I said,  but  I do  remember  being  greeted  with 
worried  looks.  Why  are  you  interested  in  this  person? 
Shouldn't  you  be  playing  with  your  toys  instead  of  convers- 
ing about  transsexuals?  Needless  to  say,  it  would  be  a long 
time  before  I spoke  up  on  the  subject  again. 


LL:  You're  braver  than  I ever  was.  I wouldn't  have 
mentioned  Ms.  Jorgensen  in  front 
of  anyone  for  a million  dollars! 

Well,  maybe  for  a million, 
but  I was  seriously  in  the 
closet  at  that  age.  What  a 
brazen  young  thing  your 
were  in  your  youth. 

Speaking  of  youth,  share 
some  of  your  childhood 
dress  up  secrets  with  our 
readers. 

M:  Well,  for  one 
thing,  when  I wanted 
to  dress  I would  feign 
sickness  and  stay  home 
from  school.  Since  ev- 
eryone else  was  out  of 
the  house,  I'd  spend  all 
day  dressing  up  and  ad- 
miring myself  in  the  mir- 
ror. God,  that  was  great 
fun,  and  a bit  frightening 
because  there  was  a possi- 
bility someone  cou  Id  come 
home  unannounced. 


LL:  In  a way  that  kind  of 
continued  on  next  page 


LadyLike  *5 


added  to  the  fun, 
didn  't  it?  Did  you 
ever  get  caught? 

M:  No,  but 
the  fact  that  I was 
absent  an  un- 
usually high 
amount  of  times 
prompted  a 
phone  call  from 
the  school  and 
then  a talk  from 
my  Dad.  Even 
that  didn't  stop 
me,  it  just  lim- 
ited the  number 
of  times  I in- 
dulged myself. 

LL:  Sounds  like  a lovely  LadyLike  childhood.  But  the 
nemesis  of  every  young  CD  is  that  fateful  day  when  you 
start  to  grow  up. 

M:  Oh  yes,  adolescence  set  in.  I shot  up  like  a 
beanstalk  and  sprouted  body  hair.  I was  very  disap- 
pointed about  this.  I couldn'tfit  into  my  sisters'  stuff,  and 
now  my  legs  were  hairy! 

LL:  Bummer!  And  there's  no  shaving  that  hair  when  you 
live  at  home.  Of  course  with  all  those  sisters  you  could 
have  told  them  you  were  just  trying  to  fit  in. 

M:  Ah...  not  a good  excuse. 

LL:  You're  probably  right.  Tell  us  more  about  your  after- 
puberty days. 

M:  Through  adolescence  and  into  college  I would  accu- 
mulate a small  wardrobe,  then  find  myself  tossing  it  all  in 
the  garbage  swearing  never  to  dress  again. 

LL:  The  dreaded  "purge  syndrome." 

M:  Well,  after  many  purges  I used  the  wisdom  of 
eighteen  years  on  the  planet  and  finally  stopped  purging.  I 
guess  I realized  this  was  a part  of  me  that  was  never  going 
to  go  away. 

LL:  At  eighteen  you  must  have  been  starting  college? 

M:  Right  before  I started  college  my  father  died. 

LL:  Oh  my,  you  poor  thing.  You  have  had  more  than 
your  share  of  sorrow. 

M:  Well,  in  this  case  it  wasn't  so  much  sorrow  as  anger. 
Through  the  years  we  had  grown  so  far  apart  and  rarely 


talked.  I felt  we  were  never  like  father  and  son,  just  two 
people  living  in  the  same  house.  After  his  death,  I was  angry 
with  him  for  being  such  a poor  father.  Now,  with  some 
hindsight,  I think  he  did  the  best  he  could  given  the 
circumstances  and  the  social  climate. 

LL:  What  about  relationships  outside  your  family?  Did 
you  have  any  girlfriends  in  high  school  and  college? 

M:  Around  the  time  my  father  passed  away  I met  my  first 
serious  girlfriend,  Jane.  After  dating  for  two  years  I told  her 
about  my  dressing. 

LL:  Big  step,  how  did  that  go? 

M:  At  first  she  was  accepting,  but  as  I tried  to  involve  her 
in  my  dressing  it  all  fell  apart.  We  broke  up.  In  retrospect, 
it  might  have  been  a mistake  to  tell  her.  She  came  from  a 
very  strict  religious  family  and  I'm  sure  my  disclosure 
created  all  sorts  of  conflicts  for  her. 

LL:  Did  you  look  for  another  girlfriend  right  away? 

M:  I had  several  short-term  relationships  and  then  I met 
Kate,  who  would  someday  be  my  wife.  We  met  through  a 
mutual  friend  (a  girl  I was  after!)  and  hit  it  off  from  the  start. 

LL:  Was  she  told  about  your  crossdressing  right  away? 

M:  We  maintained  a long  distance  relationship  for 
several  years. 

LL:  So  there  wasn't  any  big  need  to  let  her  know. 
When  and  how  did  you  tell  her? 

M:  When  we  started  having  a physical  relationship  I 
encouraged  Kate  to  try  some  sensual  clothing;  garter  belts, 
stockings,  etc.  Being  a CD,  it  was  great  when  she  took  my 
suggestions  and 
actually  did  wear 
these  things.  It 
was  wonderful! 

One  day  in  bed  I 
was  stroking  her 
stocking  covered 
legs  and  men- 
tioned how  nice 
they  felt.  She  sur- 
prised me  by  say- 
ing, "Want  to  try 
them  on?"  "Um... 
sure!"  And  that's 
how  the  truth 
came  out. 

LL:  Wait,  did 
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we  just  step  into  a TV  fiction  book?  That's  great! 

M:  Yeah,  thank  God  she  was  so  understanding  and 
accepting.  As  time  passed  Kate  was  very  helpful  in  my 
dressing.  We'd  go  shopping  together,  she'd  help  me  put 
together  outfits,  pick  accessories,  offer  constructive  criti- 
cism, take  photos  and  indulge  in  my  little  fantasies. 

LL:  That's  fabulous!  A supportive  female  in  your  life  can 
make  a big  difference. 

M:  Enormous.  Through  college  our  love  grew  and  we 
ended  up  getting  married. 

LL:  How  many  years  now? 

M:  We're  celebrating  our  1 5th  anniversary  this  year  and 
Kate  has  been  the  single  most  important  reason  for  my 
development  as  a crossdresser  and  a person.  She's  support- 
ive, caring,  understanding,  helpful  and  loving.  And  she 
understands  how  much  it  means  to  me  to  be  Melissa. 

LL:  Congratulations  on  both  the  anniversary  and  on 
having  Kate  in  your  life.  Have  you  had  crossdressed 
adventures  with  her? 

M:  For  our  first  Halloween  party  as  husband  and  wife  I 
went  in  drag  as  Little  Bo  Peep  and  Kate  went  as,  what  else? 
A sheep!  We  had  a great  time  and  everyone  thought  our 
costumes  were  fabulous.  If  they  only  knew!  There  have 
been  many  Halloweens  when  Melissa's  wardrobe  became 
the  basis  for  Kate's  costume. 

LL:  Way  cool,  as  the  kids  say.  What  about  non-Hallow- 
een excursions?  Did  you  get  out  often? 

M:  I spent  nearly  the  next  decade  dressing,  taking 
photos,  and  corresponding  with  other  closeted  CDs. 
Occasionally  I'd  get  dressed  and  take  a "joy"  ride 
around  town,  stopping  to  use  the  ATM  and  call  my 
machine  on  a pay  phone.  I know  I wasn't  passable,  but 
I felt  the  need  to  get  out. 

LL:  How  about  pals?  You  mentioned  Sarah  before.  How 
did  you  meet  her  and  other  CDs? 

M:  Around  this  time  Dina  a King  of  Prussia  Renaissance 
member  I'd  been  writing  to  suggested  I join  her  at  Henri 
David's  annual  Halloween  bash.  (Ed.  Note:  Henri  David 
has  been  holdingannual  Halloween  parties  in  Philadelphia 
since  the  1960's.  Many  agirl  hascome  out  at  oneof  Henri's 
parties...  includingthiseditor.)  I mulled  itoverand decided 
to  go.  We  went  to  Philadelphia  together,  Dina  dressed  as  a 
jungle  girl  and  I dressed  as  a Catholic  schoolgirl. 

LL:  How  did  it  go? 

M:  It  was  by  far  one  of  the  best  Halloweens  ever! 


Everyone  was  in 
costume  and  the 
mood  was  so  fes- 
tive. I swore  I 
would  be  back... 
and  I have  gone 
back,  every  year 
since  thatfirsttime 
in  1994. 

LL:  So  Henri's 
party  lead  to  more 
outings? 

M:  Attending 
that  party  awak- 
ened the  need  to 
get  out  in  public 
more  and  with  my 
wife's  encourage- 
ment I decided  to 
go  to  a meeting  of 
the  local  chapter 
of  Renaissance  (Lehigh  Valley  Renaissance)  the  following 
spring. 

LL:  It's  always  a good  idea  to  attend  support  group 
meetings.  You  can  make  a lot  of  friends  and  expand  your 
chances  of  having  fun.  I bet  you  just  loved  your  first 
meeting? 

M:  Well,  it  didn't  go  exactly  as  planned.  On  my  first 
attempt  I got  dressed,  drove  to  the  meeting  and  satin  my  car 
watching  everyone  go  in.  I lacked  the  confidence  to  follow 
them.  I left  never  having  gotten  out  of  my  car. 

LL:  But  you  had  been  out  dressed  in  Center  City 
Philadelphia?  What  was  it  that  kept  you  from  going  in? 

M:  That  was  Halloween. 

LL:  Did  you  make  it  the  second  time? 

M:  The  second  time  I decided  to  go  dressed  in  drab 
thinking  that  perhaps  that  would  give  me  more  confidence. 
No,  that  didn't  work.  The  third  time,  I dressed,  and  with  a 
mission  to  cross  that  threshold,  I finally  succeeded.  And  I 
found  out  the  people  inside  were  a lot  like  me. 

LL:  Boy,  I was  worried  for  a while  there.  I'm  surprised 
it  took  you  three  times.  You  are  very  poised  and  confident 
now.  I find  it  hard  to  imagine  you  were  ever  shy. 

M:  Thanks,  but  it  really  took  me  some  time  to  work  up 
the  confidence. 

continued  on  next  page 
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LL:  OK,  you  made  it  to  the  meeting.  What  happened  ? 

M:  I met  the  lovely  Amanda  Richards  at  my  first  meeting 
and  we've  been  good  friends  ever  since.  Once  I did  that  it 
was  just  a short  time  later  that  I went  to  the  Greater 
Philadelphia  Chapter  of  Renaissance  in  King  of  Prussia. 
That  was  a wonderful  experience  also.  Folks  from  all  along 
the  transgender  spectrum  were  there,  and  it  was  very 
enlightening.  Renaissance  not  only  gave  me  the  supportive 
environment  I craved,  it  gave  me  some  of  the  best  friends 
a person  (transgendered  or  not)  could  want. 

LL:  What  about  the  dark  side  of  crossdressing?  Have 
you  had  any  bad  experiences? 

M:  One  episode  practically  drove  me  into  the  closet 
forever.  It  was  one  of  my  little  "joy  rides"  as  I call  them;  Get 
dressed,  drive  around,  drop  a letter  in  the  mailbox,  pump 
some  gas,  make  a call  from  a pay  phone,  and  go  home.  I 
engage  in  activities  that  allow  people  to  see  me,  yet  keep 
me  at  a safe  distance. 

LL:  So  what  happened?  We  can't  stand  the  suspense! 

M:  That  night  I wore  a red  clingy  top,  long  denim  skirt, 


red  high  heels  and  my  blonde  wig,  a la  Marilyn  Monroe.  It 
was  a warm  spring  night  as  I pulled  into  the  gas  station.  I 
parked  near  the  pay  phone,  got  out  and  called  my  answer- 
ing machine.  As  this  was  happening,  a Jeep  full  of  teenage 
girls  pulled  into  the  McDonalds  next  to  the  gas  station  and 
promptly  criticized  me  in  no  kind  terms  mind  you,  regard- 
ing my  sense  of  fashion  and  hairstyle. 

LL:  Teenage  girls  are  the  worst.  I always  say ; if  you  can 
pass  with  teenage  girls  you  can  do  anything.  But,  go  on. 
What  happened  next? 

M:  One  of  them  said,  "I  think  that's  a guy" 

LL:  No?! 

M:  How  could  she  have  seen  through  my  clever  dis- 
guise? I didn't  understand  it.  I looked  just  like  all  the  other 
tall,  high  heeled,  wearing-too-much-make-up-blondes  us- 
ing the  pay  phone  at  the  gas  station. 

LL:  What  did  you  do? 

M:  I hung  up  the  phone  and  got  out  of  there  as  fast  as  my 
pumps  would  take  me.  I was  so  devastated  that  I was  "read." 
It  took  me  weeks  to  get  over  it. 
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LL:  You  poor 
thing.  But,  it  goes 
with  the  territory , 
girl.  We've  all , at 
least  those  who  go 
out  in  public , 
been  there.  But, 
what  doesn't  kill 
us  makes  us  stron- 
ger. Did  you  learn 
from  this  experi- 
ence, grasshop- 
per? 

M:  Yes,  I learned 
the  hard  way  to 
Id  I e n d with  your 
surroundings.  After 
that  day  I've  been 
careful  to  dress  to 
suit  the  situation 
and  I think  I'vesuc- 
ceeded.  A few 
years  later  I went 
with  Sarah  Thomas 
to  the  King  of  Prus- 
sia mall  todo  some 
shopping. 

LL:  A bold  step. 

M:  Being  the  genius  I am  I picked  Good  Friday,  thus  not 
only  desecrating  a solemn  holy  day  by  being  crossdressed, 
but  also  putting  us  at  risk  to  the  taunts  and  teases  of  all  the 
school  kids  who  went  to  the  mall  on  this  rainy  day  off. 

LL:  What  on  earth  were  you  thinking?  A giant  mall  on 
a holiday?  What  happened? 

M:  Surprise!  Nothing.  Not  a problem,  or  at  least  no  one 
publicly  acknowledged  we  were  guys  in  skirts.  We  shopped 
and  had  a great  time.  We  ate  lunch  at  Nordstrom's  cafe 
where,  thanks  to  my  overactive  bladder,  I had  to  use  the 
ladies  room. 

LL:  Not  the  ladies  room? 

M:  Fearing  the  worst,  (public  humiliation,  criminal 
record),  I went  in,  used  the  facilities,  touched  up  my  make 
up  and  left  without  incident.  I'm  sure  the  way  we  were 
dressed  (very  mal  I casual)  and  the  way  we  carried  ourselves 
helped  to  pull  off  the  illusion. 

LL:  I have  to  tell  you,  I am  reluctant  to  go  into  the  King 


of  Prussia  Mall.  For  two  of  us  to  go  there  and  not  raise  some 
kind  of  comment  from  the  peanut  gallery  is  pretty  good 
passing  work.  If  we  awarded  medals  I'd  nominate  you  for 
one.  After  an  adventure  like  that  what  could  you  possibly 
do  next? 

M:  Well,  my  next  goal  was  to  get  to  Paradise  in  the 
Poconos.  It's  a fabulous  crossdressing  weekend  where  I got 
to  be  Melissa  for  seventy  two  hours  straight.  I enjoyed 
myself  en  femme  the  entire  time.  I met  the  nicest  people 
from  all  over  and  had  the  time  of  my  life.  The  fun  and 
entertainment  was  non-stop. 

LL:  Gosh,  I think  those  little  parties  are  run  by  our 
publisher,  CDS.  What  a coincidence.  What  did  you  learn 
from  hours  and  hours  en  femme? 

M:  It  was  my  first  time  being  in  "girl  mode"  for  an 
extended  period  and  I found  out  how  much  time  and 
energy  it  takes  to  be  a woman,  and  to  look  good  every 
day.  Despite  the  "work"  it  was  a wonderful  and  enrich- 
ing experience. 

LL:  You  know  a bit  more  about  how  much  work  it  takes 
as  you  always,  and  I hate  you  for  this,  wear  your  own  hair. 
While  using  your  own  hair  adds  a lot  to  the  naturalness  of 
your  presentation  it  does  make  additional  work. 

M:  Something  that 
makes  my  life  as  a cross- 
dresser easier  is  having  a 
hair  stylist  who  knows  all 
about  Melissa.  I found  a 
salon  in  town  that  wasTG 
friendly  and  has  a great 
wig  person.  Her  name  is 
Janet  and  she's  very 
friendly  and  so  helpful. 

And,  she's  a magician 
with  hair.  Once  I started 
growing  my  hair,  it  was  so 
convenient  and  reassur- 
ing that  my  stylist  under- 
stood why  I was  growing 
it  and  was  willing  to  style 
it  in  a feminine  way.  Mat- 
ter of  fact,  everyone  at 
Janet's  shop  knows  about 
my  dressing  and  is  com- 
fortable with  it. 

continued  on  page  42 
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Not  A Real  Woman 

Hello:  My  name  is  Mz.  Ruby.  I’m  a leggy  trans- 
vestite fetish  model/dominatrix.  My  inspiration  comes 


from  1 950’s  Fetish  model.  Bettie  Page.  I specialize  in 
sissy  maid  training,  and  leg/shoe  worship.  I enjoy 
clubbing/socializing  at  the  Parliament  House  gay 
resort/Nightclub.  I also  enjoy  the  company  of  gener- 
ous mature  gentlemen  - 50+,  Harley-Davidson  mo- 
torcycles (Choppers),  hi-energy  Techno  music, 
Country /Western  music,  Salsa/Meringue,  and  Frank 
Sinatra,  6"  pumps,  and  sexy  mini  custom-made 
leather  fetish  outfits. 

My  measurements  are:  38C/D  (padded),  34, 40" 
bubble-butt.  I’m  5’6",  23"  thighs,  1 5“  calves,  9"  ankles. 
My  complexion  is  medium  olive. 

I’m  into  the  leather  lifestyle  (old-guard),  leather 
bars,  and  clubs.  Currently  I’m  developing  my  own 
“Mz.  Ruby”  Fetish  website.  (1950’s  style  fetish  pin- 
ups) I will  feature  my  sexy  legs,  shoes,  and  my 
dominatrix  role.  I’m  also  working  together  with  my 
best-friend  (a  G.G.),  on  marketing  sexy  fetish  prod- 
ucts. Example  of  the  products  are  sexy  maid  outfits, 
adult  toys,  shoes,  wigs,  and  such. 

I would  enjoy  corresponding  with  “straight” 
mature  gentlemen,  mature  leather  biker,  daddy  types, 
G.G's,  and  of  course , “the  ladies.”  Please  absolutely 
no  lewdness!  Write  to  my  rented  mailbox.  Finally, 
please  remember  guys,  I’m  a transvestite  fetish 
model.  I’m  not  a real  woman. 


God  bless  America,  Mz.  Ruby  Santiago,  12472 
Lake  Underhill  Road,  101,  Orlando,  Florida  32828 

More  Praise  For  The  AFI  Models 

Dear  JoAnn  and  Angela:  Just  received  my  latest 
issue  of  LadyLike  and  enjoyed  the  articles  and 
letters.  I hope  you  can  read  this,  I slipped  on  ice  and 
fell  and  sprained  my  writing  hand.  I wasn’t  wearing 
my  heels  when  this  happened.  I guess  when  you 
wear  high 
heelsandare 
dressed  as  a 
woman  you 
move  more 
carefully. 

I really 
enjoyed  the 
article  and 
pictures  on 
Affordable 
Fantasies 
and  Illusions. 

It  is  so  hard 
to  find 
clothes  that 
fit.  Usually 
the  top  is  too 
small  or  the 
pants  or  skirt 
is  too  small.  I 
have  found  a 
catalog 
called  New- 
port News 
where 
matching 
tops  and  bottoms  can  be  (purchased)  separately. 

I am  enclosing  some  pictures  you  may  use  in 
your  magazine.  Well,  take  care  and  keep  up  the 
good  work. 

Love,  Cindy  from  Washington  State 

Angela  says:  I learned  the  little  trick  long  ago  of  buying 
separates  in  different  sizes.  If,  like  me,  you  don’t  use  bulky 
and  non-real  feeling  hip  pads  you  can  have  a problem  with 
finding  dresses  and  separates  where  if  the  top  fits  the  bottom 
is  too  loose  and  vice  versa.  The  solution  is  to  buy  the  skirt 
in  the  size  that  fits  your  waits  and  hips  and  the  top  in  the 
correctsizeforyour  shoulders.  There’s  not  much  to  be  done 
about  dresses  but  get  them  so  they  fit  on  top  and  strap  on 
sufficient  hip  pads  to  make  the  bottom  look  right.  Avoid 
styles  that  are  made  to  be  worn  tight.  There’s  nothing  more 
“trannie”  than  a tight,  tight  dress  that’s  makes  you  look  top 
heavy  due  to  the  wide  shoulder,  heavy  chest  and  undefined 
waist.  I am  blessed  with  a reasonably  good  figure  for 
crossdressing,  just  a bit  wide  in  the  shoulders,  so  1 can  get 
away  with  no  hip  pads  in  the  right  outfits.  Some  ladies  may 
have  no  other  solution  than  to  pad.  Then,  keep  in  mind  there 
is  no  reason  why  your  skirt  and  top  have  to  match.  And 


remember  Cindy,  when  you’re  walking  on  ice  spike  heels 
offer  a bit  of  an  advantage.  You  just  digin  those  spikes  and 
walk  on,  girl. 

Dear  JoAnn  & Angela:  I recently  received  my 
copy  of  LL#48  and  once  again  it  was  just  terrific.  I 
especially  en- 
joyed your  fea- 
ture shoot  for 
AFI.  Angela  you 
and  Sarah 
looked  fantas- 
tic. You  must 
have  had  a great 
time  getting  to 
model  ail  their 
wonderful 
clothes.  I’ve 
bought  many 
items  from 
them  and  have 
always  been 
very  pleased. 

Their  clothing 
and  high  qual- 
ity, well  fitting, 
reasonably 
priced  and  just 
downright  sexy. 

Coincidentally, 
the  photo  of  me 
you  ran  on  page 
41  (thank  you 
very  much) 
shows  me  in 
their  Empire  waist  flair  dress,  the  same  style  Sarah’s 
wearing,  although  without  the  lace  inset. 

So  thanks  again  for  a wonderful  issue.  I’ve  in- 
cluded a few  photos  from  a session  I had  at  Paradise 
in  the  Poconos.  The  beauticians  and  photographers 
were  really  first  rate  and  made  it  a very  enjoyable 
experience  for  me.  By  the  way,  the  purple  dress  is  the 
one  you  might  recognize  Angela! 

Yours,  Barbara  Roberts, PO  Box 6372,  Baltimore, 
MD  21230-0372 

Angela  responds:  The  AFI  shoot  was  lot’s  of  fun.  Sarah 
and  I are  ready  to  jump  into  our  supermodel  roles  again  if 
any  otherclothing  places  want  us.  (Hint,  hint.)  Andyes.lam 
familiar  with  that  frock.  It  looks  good  on  you.  If  I'm  not 
careful  I’ll  lose  my  modeling  work  to  you.  And  speaking  of 
modeling... 

Changing  Career  Paths  in  Montana 

Dear  LadyLike'.  Was  I ever  disheartened  by 
Angela’s  remarks  about  modeling.  What  a disap- 
pointment to  learn  my  chance  for  a modeling  career 
here  in  the  middle  of  Montana  are  slim  and  none. 
Dammit,  and  all  this  time  I was  thinking  the  sample 
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photos  I had  been  sending  to  Victoria’s  Secret  were 
just  mislaid  or  getting  lost  in  the  mail.  The  psycho- 
logical trauma  caused  by  such  a revelation  will  take 
years  to  heal.  For  the  total  disregard  of  my  feelings 
when  making  the  assertion  Angela  leaves  me  no 
other  recourse  than  to  send  my  pathetic  attempts  at 
modeling  to  you.  (Seriously  though,  I rather  appre- 


Jonnie 


ciate  Angela's  realistic  approach  to  this  woman  thing,) 

After  subscribing  to  your  publication  for  over  a 
yearl  must  say  thank  you  for  doing  a great  job.  Itwas 
refreshing  to  find  a magazine  devoted  to  my  alterna- 
tive lifestyle  that  was  not  composed  primarily  of 
cheesy  phone  sex  ads  and  edited  and  proofread  by 
dyslexic  second  graders.  One  hopes  your  commit- 
ment to  quality  over  quantity  will  continue. 

Cordially,  Jonnie  Ballard,  PO  Box  20195,  Bill- 
ings, MT  59104 

Angela:  Gosh  Jonnie,  I’m  sorry  I burst  your  bubble. 
Looking  at  your  photo  I’d  say  you  may  be  trying  for  the 
wrong  type  of  modeling.  With  gams  like  that  you  should 
move  out  of  Montana  and  look  for  a leg  model  agent.  Very 
nice. 

LadyLike  Rounds  Her  Out 

Dear  LadyLike  Magazine:  First  let  me  say  how 
much  I enjoy,  and  appreciate,  your  fine  magazine. 
While  I am  a proud  member  of  Tri-Ess,  and  a local 
Phoenix,  Arizona  chapter  member,  and  therefore  get 
excellent  publications  from  them.  Your  information 
just  seems  to  round  out  the  picture.  I enjoy  the 
diverse  sisters  and  experiences.  And  like  all  of  us, 
love  the  pictures.  As  you  see  I have  enclosed  a couple 
of  myself,  which  of  course  you  have  permission  to 
put  in  your  LadyLike  magazine.  ( Perhaps  one  one 


time  and  the  other  later?)  I know  I look  at  my  pictures 
with  rose  colored  glasses  on,  and  would  suggest 
others  do  the  same  while  looking  at  my  pictures  . 

A very  good  “sister”  friend  and  I recently  did  our 
first  mall  trip.  Everyone  should  consider  doing  an 
outing.  But  be  careful,  and  go  with  a good  friend  if  at 
all  possible.  We  both  had  been  (out)  with  larger 
groups  and  laterat  nightto  placesto  eat,  butthiswas 
just  the  two  of  us,  and  in  the  bright  Arizona  Sunshine! 

If  anyone  would  care  to  correspond  with  me,  I 
would  be  delighted  to  reply.  Either  by  “FWD”  to 
#4032  by  you,  or  to  my  email. 

Phoenix  Arizona  is  a great  place  for  a “Girl,”  but 
I’m  hoping  to  visit  some  other  cities/states,  because 
Jackie  would  love  a girl  vacation.  Thanks  again. 

Love,  Jackie,  FWD  #4032, 

<JackieAzRedFlead@hotmaiLcom> 

With  all  the  community  events  all  around  the  country 
you  should  have  your  choice  of  places  to  take  a "girl 
vacation’’  with  a bunch  of  folks  just  like  you.  Check  the  event 
listing  on  page  40  and  call  your  travel  agent.  And,  if  you 
thinka  trip  to  the  mall  with  another  CD  friend  is  a load  of  fun, 
wait  until  you  go  to  a mall  in  Atlanta  with  a whole  pack  of 
other  girls  during  Southern  Comfort.  Of  course  there’s  no 
such  thing  as  passing  on  that  shopping  trip. 

I Am  She  As  You  Are  Me... 


Dear  LadyLike:  I have  been  reading  your  maga- 
zine since  it  first  began  and  I love  the  warm,  honest 
feelings  and  trust  you  portray  to  your  readers. 

I'm  in  my  late  forties  and  have  been  dressing 
since  age  14. 1 am  originally  from  Philly  and  moved 
here  to  the  Atlantic  City  area  25  years  ago. 

There  were  a lot  more  drag  bars  then,  now 
they  attract  all  and  everyone.  Like  I have  always 
tried  to  explain  to  people  that  think  there  is  gay, 
lesbian,  straight,  bi’s,  etcetera.  It  is  not  so  at  all. 
Everyone  is  everything  that  is  possible  to  be. 
Inside  our  hearts,  minds  and  souls  exist  the 
make  up  of  the  entire  universe.  It  is  just  a simple 
matter  of  discovering  this,  exploring  it  and  let- 
ting it  all  out.  We  are  everything  and  we  can  be 


anything  we  so  choose,  but  we  are  all  one  regard- 
less. Remember  the  soul  has  no  sex  or  color.  Our 
souls  are  all  the  same  force  of  energy  and  love. 

So,  enjoy  life,  dress  up,  wear  that  favorite  per- 
fume, smile  and  do  like  John  Travolta  said  at  the  end 
of  his  first  movie,  “I  feel  like  struttin’”  and  he  did! 

Enclosed  is  a check  for  $36  for  my  subscription 
and  forwarding  my  mail  to  me. 

Thank  you,  Diane,  FWD  #4255 

Angela  replies:  Well  Diane,  in  a perfect  world  you'd  be 
right  about  us  all  being  capable  of  everything,  but,  while  the 
soul  may  be  a universal  thing, most  folks  do  find  that  they 
gravitate  toward  one  preference  or  another  as  far  as  sex  and 
gender  go.  More  comfortable  that  way  for  the  majority.  Hey, 
some  of  us  even  like  to  wear  women’s  clothes.  Imagine  that. 

On  A Femininity  Binge? 

Dear  JoAnn  and  Angela:  It’s  a while  since  I have 
written  you.  I would  like  to  thank  you  so  much  for 
trying  to  get  me  to  a meeting.  I do  not  drive  at  night, 
I'm  75  years  old.  But  maybe  I can  come  in  the 
summer  time  when  it’s  still  light.  I say  again,  thank 
you  very  much. 

I would  like  to  tell  you  more  about  my  cross- 
dressing. I can  go  about  four  weeks  without  doing  it 
butthen  ithitsmelikeafreighttrain.  I havetogofrom 
head  to  toe;  panties,  stockings,  waist  cincher,  with 
garter  belt,  two  bras  with  your  rice  and  stocking 
breasts  that  really  look  great,  plus  slip,  boots,  ear- 
rings and  necklace,  wig  and,  best  of  all,  makeup.  Boy 
do  I love  it.  It  makes  me  feel  so  good.  I’m  dressed  all 
day  and  I go  to  bed  dressed.  I can’t  take  it  off.  What 
a wonderful  feeling!  This  goes  on  for  about  ten  days. 
Then  I come  back  to  my  male  side  but  I would  like  to 
be  dressed  all  the  time.  I go  to  the  mall  once  in  a while 
but  it  would  be 
more  fun  if  I have 
someone  like  me 
to  go  with. 

Sending  you 
a couple  of  pic- 
tures. Thankyou 
very  much.  Keep 
up  the  good 
work. 

Ashley 

Angela 
muses:  We’re  not 
going  to  stop  try- 
ing to  get  you  out 
to  a meeting,  ei- 
ther. Will  someone 
out  there  give  this 
lovely  lady  a ride 
to  her  local  sup- 
port group?  If  you 
contact  the  group 
near  you  they  may 
be  able  to  arrange 
for  someone  to 
pick  you  up,  per- 
haps at  the  mall 
after  an  afternoon 
of  shopping.  Now,  about  this  two  bra  thing,  let’s  talk.  What’s 

continued  on  page  13 
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TRANSGENDER  BOUTIQUE 


"BECOME  THE  GIRL  OF  YOUR  DREAMS!" 

Get  into  our  glamorous  ‘ ||t 

lingerie,  corsets,  sexy  undergarments,  1 2f 
wigs,  shoes,  and  sizzling  clothing,  e ^.f| 


CHANGES  TV  BOUTIQUE 
581  9th  AVENUE 
N.Y.  N.Y.,  10036 
1 -646-473-01 84 


WWW.CHANGESBOUTIQUE.COM 

Also  visit:  www.morph.bigstep.com 


Audrey’s  get-a-way  at  the  Criss/Cross  condo 


To  order  breasts  like  Audrey’s  call  (713)768-2622 


CONSULTANTS  ALL  NEW  24  HR. 

Houston,  Texas  GET-A-WAY  PACKAGES 

(713)  768-2622  (stay  in  the  Criss/Cross  condo) 


¥ Transformations  VLessons  in  femininity  ¥Glamour  photography  ¥Outings  ¥Shopping  trips  ¥Personalized  video 

Introducing  the  Criss/Cross  condo! 

Katherine  bought  a house  just  for  her  girls  (this  means  you). 

This  brand  new,  3 story,  townhome  is  perfectly  located  in  the  gay/TG  area  of  Houston  Texas.  It  is  situated  just  blocks 
from  TG  friendly  restaurants,  clothing  stores,  shops,  bars/clubs, bookstores,  and  outside  coffee  cafes.. .perfect  for  an 
afternoon  of  people  watching.  You  will  love  strolling  around  this  exciting  area  of  Houston  as  the  confident  woman  you 
are. 


Katherine  Claire 
will  create  a custom 
get-a-way  just  for  you. 
Live  as  a woman  in 
Houston  for  days,  a 
week,  a month, 
or  more! 


12  • Lady  Like 


Letters... 

up  with  that?  One  for  each  breast?  I’ve  been  around  the  TG 
community  for  quite  awhile  and  I've  heard  of  a lot  of  stuff  but 
never  two  bras.  Maybe  I'm  just  sheltered  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  one  bra  should  be  enough.  And,  since  I'm  getting  so 
darned  pushy  I'll  comment  on  your  dressing  cycle,  too.  Why 
do  you  stop  after  10  days  of  feminine  bliss?  If  there  is  no 
reason  you  have  to  be  a male  for  the  ten  days  why  do  cold 
turkey  for  four  weeks?  That's  probably  the  reason  the  need 
to  dress  “hits  you  like  a freight  train.”  Perhaps  a more 
managed  approach  to  your  dressing  might  spread  the  joy 
out  a bit.  I find  that  I need  to  dress  to  go  out  and  mingle  with 
the  rest  of  the  world  about  three  to  four  times  a week.  In 
between  I take  care  of  things  that  need  to  be  done  by  my  male 
mode.  That  way,  I get  focused  fun  several  times  a month  and 
have  time  to  devote  to  manly  pursuits.  Whatever  you  do 
though  be  sure  to  have  fun! 

To  Dream  The  Impossible  Dream 

Angela:  Hello  once  again!  I’m  happy  to  write  to 
your  magazine  and  letyou  know  that  I have  gotten  yet 
another  chance  to  see  a LL  mag,  #48  and  I must  say 
I’m  always  blown  away.  I'm  sorry  if  my  last  letter 
came  across  as  if  I was  trying  to  pick  out  simple 
mistakes  in  the  Mirror-Mirror  section.  I was  not 
taking  it  out  of  context,  or  trying  to  put  you,  the 
magazine  or  anyone  down.  So  if  it  seemed  that  way 
I would  like  to  apologize  for  it,  if  it  was  taken  the 
wrong  way  OK! 

Now  I’d  like  to  tell  you  how  much  I enjoyed 
looking  at  LL  #48. 1 would  like  to  ask  you  somewhat 
of  a favor.  In  LL  #48  there  were  photos  of  you  and 
Sarah  Thomas  and  there  were  also  photos  of  the 
2001  model  search,  Wow!  What  I’m  asking  for  is  if 
you  could  send  me  some  photos  of  you  and  Sarah, 
and  the  photos  of  the  four  winners  of  the  contest.  I 
know  this  is  a lot  to  ask  for  and  I can  only  say 
PLEASE!  As  I’ve  said  I don’t  get  a chance  to  see  your 
mag  much  so  the  photos  would  always  be  nice  to 
have.  And  yes,  I’m  trying  to  get  some  fashion  tips  and 
to  how  I wantto  look  when  I get  out.  Oh,  did  I mention 
that  I’m  a closet  crossdresser  but  I’m  going  to  make 
my  debut  after  release. 

Besides  Angela  I also  like  to  look  at  pretty  ladies, 
at  this  point  I'm  unsure  where  my  sexuality  lies  but 
I’m  really  not  too  worried  about  sex  these  days  just 
finding  who  I am  is  more  important  to  me  right  now, 
can  you  understand? 

Well  I hope  my  request  is  not  too  much  to  ask  of 
you  and  I hope  it’s  something  you’re  willing  to  do.  I 
hope  I hear  from  you  soon.  Till  then  Chow  (sic)! 

Respectfully,  Gerald  H.  Pearson,  30  Administra- 
tion Rd.,  Bridgewater,  MA  02324 

PS:  I’m  not  allowed  to  have  Polaroids  or  nudes 
and  no  more  than  10  photos  at  one  time. 

Angela  sez:  If  you  haven't  caught  on,  Gerry’s  in  prison. 
While  I’d  love  fo  honor  his  request  for  photos  I just  can’t.  I 
mean,  if  I did  it  once  then  every  prisoner  would  want  photos 
and  that’s  just  too  darned  expensive.  If  any  of  you  ladies 
would  like  to  send  Gerry  some  tasteful  shots  I’m  sure  he  will 
appreciate  them  and,  after  all,  he  is  one  of  us.  Keep  them 
tasteful,  you  heard  what  he  said  about  sending  nudes.  Who 
would  want  a nude  photo  of  a transvestite  anyway?  How 
could  you  tell  it  was  a TV? 


A True  Story,  From  The  TV  Files 

Dear  JoAnn:  You  may  want  to  use  this  true  story 
to  fill  in  one  of  your  editions.  I can’t  type  for  nothing  so 
I hope  you  can  read  my  handwriting.  This  story  is  true. 

I lived  in  Michigan  for  two  years  and  was  a 
member  of  Crossroads  TV  group  in  the  Detroit  area. 
Because  of  where  the  girls  lived  we  moved  the 
meetings  around  and  every  third  month  we  met  in 
the  city  of  Flint,  a General  Motors  town  about  forty 
miles  north  of  Detroit.  We  always  used  the  same 
motel  and  had  two  adjoining  rooms.  One  of  our 
members  had  brought  a guest  which  was  permitted 
under  the  club  rules.  We  were  all  in  one  room,  about 
25  of  us,  having  the  business  part  of  the  meeting.  The 
guest,  named  Stanley,  was  a little  strange,  dressed 
straight  and  really  didn’t  fit  in. 

We  didn’t  know  that  Stanley  was  alone  in  the 
adjoining  room  trying  to  call  The  White  house,  telling 
the  operator  that  he  had  to  talk  to  then  President 
Ronald  Reagan  so  he  could  tell  him  how  he  planned 
to  kill  him.  We  didn't  know  what  he  was  up  to  when 
the  door  smashed  open.  There  were  two  Flint  police 
officers,  guns  out,  and  two  men  in  business  suits 
announcing,  “United  States  Secret  Service.”  They 
ordered,  “Line  up,  bodies  facing  the  wall.”  This  was 
not  good.  I had  been  relocated  to  Michigan  by  the 
New  York  Insurance  Company  and  and  had  a high 
profile  job. 

Seems  the  “Feds”  knew  Stanley,  who  had  pulled 
the  stunt  before  and  was  considered  a harmless  nut. 
The  one  federal  agent  told  the  Flint  cops  they  weren’t 
interested  in  the  rest  of  us  because  Stanley  always 
worked  alone.  They  put  cuffs  on  him  and  out  they 
went  telling  us  to  get  on  with  whatever  we  were 
doing.  The  group  changed  the  rule  about  bringing 
guests  to  meetings. 

This  was  in  about  1 982.  If  you  have  any  Michigan 
readers  who  were  in  Crossroads  at  that  time  they'll 
remember  it. 

Janet  Heron,  PO  Box  482,  Berwick,  PA  18603 

Angela  replies:  We  never  knew  that  the  Secret  Service 
had  their  own  version  of  the  X Files.  I guess  you  see  it  all  in 
law  enforcement.  It’s  unfortunate  that  Stanley  disrupted 
your  meeting,  and  the  group  that  much.  The  vast  majority  of 
people  who  attend  support  group  meetings  as  guests  are 
usually  not  that  much  around  the  bend.  Of  course,  you  can 
run  in  to  wackos  anywhere  at  anytime.  I hope  Crossroads  is 
allowing  its  members  to  bring  guests  these  days.  I hope  the 
members  of  any  group  will  use  common  sense  when 
inviting  someone  to  attend  with  them. 

More  LL  Kudos 

Dearest  JoAnn  and  LadyLike:  Let  me  begin  by 
saying  thank  you  for  being  there  for  us  girls.  Your 
magazine  has  taken  transgender  issues  from  being 
secretive,  behind  closed  door  whispers  to  main- 
stream, in  the  open  discussions.  Where  in  the  past 
lady  like  ladies  have  been  looked  upon  as  weird  or 
misfits,  made  fun  of  or  just  not  accepted. 

JoAnn,  you  and  LadyLike  show  in  every  issue 
that  we  too  have  feelings  and  are  complex  people  in 
touch  with  ourselves  and  are  considerate  of  other 
people’s  feelings  as  well.  I have  had  these  feminine 
desires  since  a very  early  age  and  after  many  a guilt 
trip  have  began  to  to  get  in  touch  with  (the)  sexy  lady 
within.  I give  a great  deal  of  the  credit  to  you  JoAnn, 


and  your  wonderful  magazine. 

I have  enclosed  a couple  of  photos  and  would 
love  to  see  them  in  your  LadyLike  gallery.  I would 
also  like  to  hear  from  other  sexy  ladies. 

Thank  you  so  much,  Sherri,  PO  Box  12311, 
Augusta,  GA  30914-2311 

Dear  Angela:  I want  to  thank  you  for  publishing 
such  a wonderful  magazine  and  photograph  in  LL#48! 

I really  love  reading  your  magazine.  I really  enjoy 
Mirror-Mirror.  All  the  girls  are  beautiful.  My  photo- 
graph is  on  page  29.  I really  would  like  foryou  to  put 
my  photograph  in  your  next  issue  of  LadyLike , if 
you  would  be  so  kind.  Here  are  a few  recent  photo- 
graphs of  myself.  I hope  you  will  use  them  for  your 
magazine  in  the  Mirror-Mirror  section. 

The  photo  you  put  in  issue  #48  was  taken  a 
few  years  ago.  It  was  the  only  photo  I had  to  send 
you  of  myself  at  that  time.  So  if  you  would  be  so 
kind,  please  use  one  of  these  photos  for  your 
wonderful  magazine. 

Thankyou  so  much  forall  your  hard  work  you  put 

continued  on  page  15 
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Salatt 


1833  West 
Irving  Park  Rd 
Chicago,  II 
60613 

773-528-6960 


Visit  us  on  the  net  at 
http://www.geocities.com/rachelswigs/ 
or  contact  us  by  email  at:  msrachel@megsinet.net 
We  carry  a full  selection  of:  Wigs  and  Wig  Accessories 
Jewelry  & Breast  forms... 


and  we  do  Professional  Makeovers 


Before 


After 


MONTHLY 


source  for  news,  info  and 
entertainment  for  the  Transgender 
Community. 

Get  12  issues,  that's  12  months  of  TCN 
for  just  $45!  Fun  columns,  interesting 
articles,  TG  news  - in  your  mailbox  every 
month. 

Send  a check  or  money  order  to 
Renaissance,  987  Old  Eagle  School 
Rd.,  Suite  719,  Wayne,  PA  19087 

Or  sign  up  online! 

http://www.ren.org/tcn.html 

Published  by  The  Renaissance  Transgender  Assoc.,  Inc. 


The  Transgender 
Fund 

A grass-root,  independent,  national  foundation  aimed 
at  helping  the  transgender  community  develop  to  its 
fullest. 

Donations  in  any  denomination  are  gratefully 
accepted.  The  Transgender  Fund  is  a 501  [c] [3]  tax 
exempt  corporation  and  donations  are  tax  deductible 
to  the  extent  allowable  by  law.  Consult  your 
accountant  for  details. 

Make  A Difference 
Make  A Donation 
Make  it  Now! 

http;//www.  tgfund.org 

The  TG  Fund  • P0  Box  2132  • SE  PA  19399 
610-251-9111 
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Letters... 

into  LadyLike.  I’m  a big  fan  of  yours  and  I can't  wait 
till  the  next  issue  comes  out!  Your  magazine  is  the 
only  magazine  (of  which)  I buy  each  issue.  So  keep 
up  the  wonderful  job  and  pleasegive  mythankstoall 


of  your  staff! 

Yours  truly,  Charlene  Lewis,  PO  Box  182,  Lake- 
wood,  CA  90714 


“Clean  & Discrete”(09) 

Dear  LadyLike:  I am  a life  long  crossdresser 
from  western  New  York.  I’ve  read  your  magazine 
and  found  it  wonderful.  Infact,  I can’t  waitforthe 
next  issue. 

My  problem  is  it  is  very  difficult  meeting  other 
girls  like  myself  here  in  western  New  York.  I’m  not 
the  bar  hopping  or  club  type.  I prefer  a more  quiet 
atmosphere,  a fire  place,  some  soft  music  and  a 
glass  of  wine. 

I was  hoping  you  would  publish  my  picture  in 
your  magazine  so 
other  girls  would 
know  about  me.  I 
am  clean  and  dis- 
crete. I,  as  I said, 
am  a long  time 
dresser  and  always 
dress  to  the  nines.  I 
lovewhoandwhatl 
am.  Being  a girl  is 
fantastic.  Well, 
hope  you  can  help 
me. 

Sincerely,  Julie 
Ann,  J.B.,  PO  Box 
265,  Springville,  NY 
14141-0265 


Angela  responds:  Gosh  Julie  Ann,  I guesswhen  people 
include  the  words  “clean  and  discrete"  in  their  letters  we  get 
the  idea  that  they  may  be  looking  for  some  decidedly 
unladylike  activities.  When  you  put  that  in  your  letter  it’s 
really  indiscrete.  Everyone  knows  what  that  means,  right 
ladies?  If  anyone  wants  to  write  to  Julie  Ann  and  “get  busy” 
as  they  say,  go  for  it.  But  please,  let’s  stop  using  the  old  code 
words  from  the  last  century.  While  a lady  never  used  the 
word  “sex”  in  the  old  days,  we’re  modern  ladies  nowand  we 
can  ask  for  what  we  need. 

And  remember  Julie  Ann,  if  you  just  wanttomeet  other 
folks  for  social  intercourse,  not  the  other  kind,  there  are 
some  TG  groups  in  western  New  York,  and  just  ninety  miles 
west  of  Buffalo  you  can  find  the  Erie  Sisters  group  in  Erie, 
Pennsylvania.  If  you  attended  some  group  meetings  you 
might  meet  some  kindred  spirits  for  “discrete"  fun,  or  even 
make  some  plain  old  friends. 

A Las  Vegas  Gamble 

Now  I have  really  peaked,  I mean  really,  really 
peaked.  The  last  letter  that  you  forwarded  to  me  was 
from  a prisoner  in  Lewisburg  federal  prison.  In  his 
words,  I am  a pin-up  in  the  prison.  He  wanted 
pictures  and  communications.  I could  not  go  along 
with  correspondence  but  I did  not  miss  the  chance  to 
help  his  life  with  the  sexiest  pictures  I could  find.  So 
now  I have  truly  arrived  where  no  preacher  has  ever 
dared  to  go.  I may  never  be  the  same  humble, 
modest  thing  again. 

Afrustrated  CD  friend  said  she’d  pay  my  way  if  I’d 
go  with  her  to  Las  Vegas  and  dress  for  four  days.  We 
stayed  in  the  Aladdin  and  had  a blast!  Went  all  over 
Vegas.  I remembered  Alison  Laing’s  video  when  she 
talked  aboutyou  and  she  in  a nice  restaurant  in  Philly, 
howyou  were  ladies.  So,  honey,  we  ate  in  two  of  LV’s 
finest.  We  were  dressed  even  better  than  the  most 
very  dressy  women  there.  They  could  not  have  been 
sweeter  or  kinder.  We  hardly  got  a notice  from  the 
other  patrons.  T rue,  it  was  a little  hard  for  the  slutty, 
little  southern  belle  to  be  a genteel  lady;  but  my,  my 
was  it  grand. 

Now  I did  wear  low  tops  often,  and  that  really 
blows  the  mind  of  one  who  reads  yourface  and  then 
looks  at  the  boobs  and  gets  a puzzled  look..  We 
shopped  in  hotel  malls  with  ease.  Usually,  I wore  3" 
boots,  black  pants  and  either  a sweater  or  low  top 
and  a black  leather  jacket. 

We  went  to  the  world’s  best  wig  outlet.  They  were 
wonderful  and  we  spent  3 hours  trying  on  and  buying 
wigs.  I’d  never  gotten  that  chance  before.  It  was  so 
much  fun,  and 

the  wigs  were  really  good  ones  at  super  prices. 
By  sheer  chance  we  found  a shoe  store  that  had 
classy  shoes  in  up  to  WW.  So  another  first  was 
having  three  sales  people  help  me  try  on  shoes  to  my 
heart’s  content.  I got  some  beautiful  slings  and  some 
walking  2"  heels. 

I only  had  two  uncomfortable  experiences,  but 
they  were  ones  that  I needed.  I'd  swished  around 
town  until  I was  much  too  sure  that  if  the  upper  crust 
would  be  great  to  be  around,  then  the  other  end  of  the 
economic  spectrum  would  be  just  as  good.  Oh,  I had 
a lot  of  learning  to  do.  Coming  back  from  LV’s  best 


rated  steak  place,  Prime,  we  decided  to  let  me  see  the 
famous  fountains.  Now,  in  Prime  we  fit  right  in.  I had 
a beautiful  red  suit  that  came  from  Macys  in  Atlanta, 
long  skirt,  shoes  and  bag  to  match.  Very  tasteful 
jewelry  topped  off  with  a long  faux  leopard  coat,  (on 
loan)  On  the  street  with  2 million  people  in  sloppy 
clothes  we  stood  out  like  a soar  thumb.  I saw  5 older 
teens  to  early  20,  males  on  a collision  course.  I tried 
to  hug  the  wall  and  look  away.  One  grabbed  my  arm 
and  said,  You  break  my  heart.  They  all  roared  and 
went  on  down  the  street.  Now  I know  that  was  as 
benign  as  possible,  but  it  scared  the  crap  out  of  me. 
I almost  wet  my  pants. 

Then,  I was  about  over  that  when  we  hit  a 
crosswalk  over  what  appeared  to  be  30  lanes.  As  we 
waited  to  make  the  dash  in  heels  a teenage  boy  with 
date  made  some  nasty  remarks.  So  when  we  got 
backtothe  hotel  I was  pretty  much  a basket  case  until 
I realized  how  lucky  I really  was.  So,  As  your  writers 
have  so  often  said,  I matched  my  outfit  to  the  rest  of 
the  world  when  I was  with  John  Q.  Public.  I still  got 
to  slut  it  up  at  some  shows,  like  La  Cage. 

All  the  prattle  is  just  to  say  that  you  opened  the 
closet  door  for  me  and  for  that  I will  ever  be  grateful. 
Life  is  too  short  for  Candy  to  waste  one  single 
second.  Thank  you.  Please  tell  your  fantastic  wife 
that  if  she  gets  tired  of  you  and  wants  the  exciting  life 
of  a small  town  preacher’s  wife  that  I will  come  and 
get  her.  She  is  what  most  of  the  CDs  who  write  me 
most  want.  God  really  blessed  you,  and  may  Elis 
blessings  continue  on  you  both. 

Love,  Candy 

Well  Candy,  before  I comment  on  your  adventure  in 
Vegas  a note  on  formatting  your  letters.  (This  goes  for 
everyone!)  While  you  did  type  your  missive,  which  we 
appreciate  to  no  end,  you  did  the  first  page  on  paper  with  a 
printed  background.  While  this  is  swell  when  you're  writing 
to  a friend  it  plays  merry  hell  (sorry  to  curse  in  front  of  a 
minister)  with  our  scanners  and  we  have  to  go  ahead  and 
type  that  page  in  anyhow.  So  in  the  future  everyone  please 
stick  to  white  paper  and  type  or  word  process  when  ever 
possible.  Email  is  even  better! 

I don’t  know  why  you  let  those  punks  in  Vegas  bother 
you.  After  all  you  could  always  get  your  boyfriend  in 
Lewisburg  to  have  some  of  his  pals  on  the  outside  take  care 
of  any  light  weight  stuff.  A prison  pin-up  girl  should  get 
some  perks  from  the  perps.  (I  guess  he's  over  me  now  since 
he  has  asked  for  your  photos.  Sigh.) 

But  seriously,  be  careful  with  prisoners.  Some  are  just 
what  they  say,  either  TGs  themselves  or  lonely  TG  admirers 
who  messed  up  their  lives  and  can  use  a little  of  our  special 
brand  of  ministry...  but  you  never  know.  They  are  in  prison 
after  all  so  the  odds  of  them  being  honest  and  forthright 
about  themselves  is  at  least  something  to  be  questioned.  In 
fact,  some  of  them  may  even  be  writing  to  get  pictures  so 
they  can  use  them  to  trade  to  other  prisoners,  or  for  some 
other  nefarious  purpose.  And,  I’m  not  really  sure  being  a 
prison  pinup  is  actually  ministering.  Wouldn’t  it  be  likely  to 
promote  onanism?  Look  that  up  in  your  Funk  & Wagnells. 

© 
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Transformed  and  transfixed!  That’s  what  you  will  be  after  visiting  with 

Ms.  Lynda  at  CDtips.  We  offer  in-house  transformations,  personalized 

shopping,  wardrobe  selection  and  consultation,  feminine  comportment 

instruction,  glamour  makeup  application,  manicures, 

pedicures,  full  epilation,  and  more. 

Ms.  Lynda  is  the  premiere  makeover  artist  in  the 

greater  Philadelphia  area  and  worked  with  JoAnn 

Roberts  at  her  Paradise  In  The  Poconos  weekend. 

Call  or  email  now  for  rates  and  information: 

CDtips@aol.com  or  215-878-3383 
Visit  me  on  the  web  at  www.CD-tips.com 


Head-To-Toe  Transformation  Specialists 

Over  5000  Square  Feet  of  Retail  Space! 

A SAFE,  DISCRETE,  PRIVATE  and  CONFIDENTIAL  place  to  shop! 

Wigs  (Over  14  Companies  Represented) 

Breast  Forms  (5  Companies  Represented) 

Heels  (Large  Selection  and  Sizes) 

Clothing  (Sexy  Dresses  to  Custom  Designs)  Cosmetics 

Corsets/Gaffs  Rhinestones/Jewelry 

Maids  Uniforms  Adult  Magazines/Toys/Videos 

Pettie  Coats/Sissy  Pants  Excursions 

Lingerie/Hosiery/Undergarments  Make-overs 

Gloves/Boas  Photography  Studio 

We  offer  two  convenient  ways  of  servicing  your  needs! 

Our  Retail  Store  - 333  N.  Broadway,  Denver  CO  80203,  (303)  733-7797,  Fax  (303)  733-7997 

Our  Web  Site  - http://www.studiolites.com,  E-mail  - WigGuys@aol.com 
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MALE  TO  FEMALE 
FORMAL  WEAR 


katiewannab?  w*i 


Katie  and  Jackie 


GLITZ!  GLAMOUR! 

GIRLS!  By  Sally  Viola 

Katie  Wannabe  dipped  into  the  alphabet  and 
came  up  with  the  letter  "G"  to  describe  her  key 
ingredients  — glitz,  glamour,  girls  — as  part  ofthe 
winning  formula  for  her  fourth  Katie  Wannabe 
Fashion  Show  on  Saturday,  March  23,  2002.  This 
event,  which  is  fast  becoming  a much  anticipated  affair  in  the 
transgender  community,  is  a testimony  to  Katie's  talent, 
coordination  ability,  hard  work,  and  special  attention  to  the 
TG  community's  needs.  The  show  provided  attendees  with  a 
safe  environment,  an  affordable  social  evening  out,  and  a 
glimpse  of  clothing  that  we  all  dream  about  but  rarely  get  the 
chance  to  wear  — classy  cocktail  dresses,  glamorous  evening 
gowns,  and  fashionable  two  piece  suits.  Katie  also  exhibited 
some  of  her  retail  items  with  an  emphasis  on  the  variety  of 
wigs  in  various  styles. 

The  Fashion  Show  has  traditionally  been  held  at  the 
Willow  Grove  VFW  Post  where  the  management  assures  a 
safe  and  worry  free  environment  for  us  "girls"  to  prance 
around  and  socialize.  Drinks  were  readily  available  and 
reasonably  priced  at  a bar  reserved  for  our  use.  Katie  added 
life  and  color  to  the  event  with  her  festive  pastel  balloons  and 
Tulip  center  pieces,  which  were  your's  to  take  home  at 
evening's  end.  The  highlight  for  the  evening  was  the  formal 
introduction  of  the  latest  Katie  Wannabe  clothing  line  as 
modeled  by  Cecelia  and  Sally.  Dancing  to  music  provided  by 

continued  on  page  19 
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This  Season  is  an  exciting  time  for  us  here  at  AFI.  We  are  presenting  our  fourth  season  of  new  clothing  especially 
made  for  the  crossdresser  community.  We  have  added  many  new  exciting  styles  and  colors  and  hope  that  you 
will  enjoy  the  correctly  fitting  garments  made  with  wider  shoulders,  lowered  waistlines,  longer  sleeves  and  more 
narrow  hips.  We  strive  for  the  best  overall  fit  for  our  customers  and  feedback  has  been  very  positive  with  all  of  our 
pieces.  If  you  want  to  see  a free  brochure  of  our  best  selling  items,  Please  call  > BMiPfrfra E PJJ  to  receive  a free 
color  brochure  or  if  you  want  the  full  catalog,  then  send  $3.00  to  the  address  listed  below  and  we  will  be  sure  to 
get  a catalog  right  out  to  you.  To  order  any  clothing  listed  below  - put  your  chest  and  waist  size  on  the  order  form 

here  and  we  will  send  you  the  correctly  sized  item. 


TOP 

Style  BLS04 
Elegant  high  neck  long 
sleeve  satin  blouse.  Keyhole 
opening  in  back.  Premium 
soft  Satin 
Avail  Chest  sizes: 

34  - 48  only 

Colors:  Black , Burgundy, 
Purple,  White,  Dusty  Rose 
Sale  Price:  $ 42.50 
SKIRT 
Style  SK01 

Newly  re-designed  shirt  mini 

skirt.  1 7 inch  length  made  in 

new  better  premium  poly 

material.  Color  Black  or 

Cream 

26  - 42  only 

Sale  price:  $ 28.50 


New  Slimming  Suit 
Style  SuitOl 

Great  New  high  neck  jacket  with 
full  front  zipper.  Specially  made  to 
nip  in  at  the  waist  and  flare  out  at 
the  hips.  Zip  it  up  for  coverage  or 
down  for  sex  appeal ! Comes  with 
matching  1 7 inch  skirt. 

Avail  Chest  sizes:  34  - 48 
Avail  Waist  Sizes:  26  - 44 
Colors:  Black  or  Cream 
Sale  Price:  $ 69.35 


New  Eye  Catching 
Dress!! 

Style  EMPLC 
Make  heads  turn  with 
our  new  empire  style 
flair  dress.  Exciting  new 
design.  Full  lace  top  and 
sleeves  with  a center 
bustline  drop  for  sex 
appeal.  Cute  short  flare 
that  maximizes  your 
curves. 

Firs  Chest  Sizes  34  - 48 
Color:  Black  with 
black  lace 

Sale  Price i $68.95 


Order  Here  or  at  our  Website: 
WWW.CROSSDRESS.NET.  We  will  need  your 
chest  measurement  without  padding 
Style  # Color  Size  Price 


Style:  Gaff 

our  ever  popular  gaff  is 
shown  here.  Used  to 
hide  the  male 
genetalia,  ourgaff  is 
specially  made  to  work 
correctly  and  give  you 
a realistically  smooth 
crotch  area.  Blk,  White 
and  Now  NUDE 
Sizes:  26  - 44 
Low  Price  $29.00 


100%  Silicone  Breastforms! 

The  ultimate  in  realistic 
breastwear.  Our  silicone 
forms  are  made  of  the 
highest  quailty  silicone 
for  the  best  feel  and  the 
nipple  is  specially  made 
to  be  realistic  and  more 
projected  plus  the  finish  is  a matte  finish  so  they 
look  more  realistic  when  attached.  Sizes:  B,  D, 
D,  DD.  make  sure  you  specify  your  chest  size 
when  ordering.  Price  for  pair  $279.95.  Price 
with  adhesive  and  remover  $294.95 


Style:  2700 

Fantastic  new  bra.  Holds  in 
your  silicone  breastforms  to 
create  the  ultimate  realistic 
look  because  of  the  sheer 
cups  !!  Sizes:  36B,  38B, 
40B,  36C,  38C,  40C,  42C, 
44C,  38D,  40D,  42D,  44D, 
40DD,  42DD,  44DD. 
BLACK  OR  WHITE 
Low  Price  $34.95 


If  paying  by  Mail  use  Postal  Money  Order 
for  Fastest  Delivery. 

Make  Checks/  Money  Orders  payable  to 
BEST  VALUE  PRODUCTS. 


Shipping  costs: 

$35  $100  add  $7.00. 
$100  - $290  add  $12.00. 
Over  $291  add  $18.00 
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Shipping 
Total 


Visa/MC/Disc  #. 
Exp  Date  


Name 

Address 


ZiP- 


City  State 

Best  Value  Products  • PO  Box  156  • Wyncote  • PA  • 19095 
215-881-9470  Fax:215-881-2214  E-mail:  bvp5000@aol.com 


Two  Cosmopolitans  for  two  cosmopolitan  ladies  at  the  bar. 


Dancing  after  the  fashion  fest. 


Katie  Wannabe  and  Janet. 


a live  DJ  followed  the  fashions.  Munchies  were 
availableas  well  ascoffeeand  tea  and  the  cash  bararea 
was  well  populated. 

The  attendees  or  the  "usual  suspects"  were  the  girls 
from  Renaissance(GreaterPhiladelphiaChapter,  Dela- 
ware Chapter,  Washington  Crossing)  as  well  as  friends 
and  relatives  of  the  show  organizers,  and  other  retailers 
serving  the  transgender  community,  notably  Merle 
Pollack  of  Jay  Ann  Intimates. 

This  Katie  Wannabe  Fashion  Show  was  more  than 
a hit,  it  brought  the  members  of  our  community  a little 
closer  together,  made  us  forget  our  troubles  for  a few 
hours,  let  us  express  and  fulfill  our  fantasies,  and 
showed  us  some  ways  to  improve  our  alter  egos. 

The  good  news  is  that  Katie  Wannabe  is  planning  a 
Fall  Fashion  Show  on  September  21 , 2002  at  the  same 
location.  Information  about  her  full  service  salon  is 
available  online  at  <http://www.katiewannabe.com> 
or  by  phone  at  21 5-673-3722.  A 


Jennifer,  Katie,  Diane  Boykin  of  Delaware  Renaissance 
and  Cecelia. 


LadyLike  • 19 


▲ Stephanie  lane,  write  c/o  Sean  Briscoe,  21 
Riverside  Ave,  Norwalk  CT  06850 


Your  Editrix,  Angela  Gardner 
write  c/o  this 


Janet  Brodeur,  PO  Box  9595, 
Fall  River  MA  02720  ▼ 


A Candy  Coffee,  NC  - FWD3832 


Breeze  Bergen  PO  Box  10322 
Lahaina  HI  96761  T 
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◄ Johanna 
Paranzino 
NYC  area 
FWD  2804 


Judy  ► 
Collins 
Penna. 
FWD  3768 


▲ Tracy  Ann  London,  FWD4280 
tracysdayout@hotmail.com 


Mabel,  Reno,  NW  - FWD  4294  ▼ 
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▲ Roberta,  CT  - FWD3637 


▲ Diane, 
Atlantic  City 
NJ  - FWD 
4255 


4 Leslie 
Adams 
Penna. 
FWD  4051 


Lynn,  Central  Fla. 
FWD  3985  ▼ 


Commentary  by  Brenda  Lawrence 

Nine  Lived 

I think  I've  finally  come  up  with  a really  good  reason  to 
get  a sex  change  and  live  as  a woman.  It  might  just  save  my 
life!  Let  me  explain. 

You  know  how  they  always  talkaboutcats  having9  lives 
because  they  seem  to  escape  life  threatening  situations,  and 
do  it  over  and  over?  Well,  I think  I'm  using  up  my  "9  lives" 
as  a guy  and  it  may  be  wiser  to  switch  genders  — just  to  be 
safer,  so  that  I can  live  happily  for  a long  time  to  come.  This 
revelation  recently  came  to  me  as  I was  hooking  a stranded 
car  to  my  tow  truck  on  one  of  the  many  toll  ways  that 
surround  the  Chicago  area.  Less  than  4 feet  away  traffic  was 
zooming  by  at  the  current  unposted  speed  limit  - about  80 
miles  per  hour. 

Once  safely  in  the  truck  and  cruising  back  to  my  shop, 
I got  to  thinking  about  the  many  times  I've  been  that  close 
(I'm  holding  my  fingers  very  close  together)  to  seeing  my 
maker  in  the  great  beyond . This  has  a I ways  happened  to  me 
as  a guy,  never  in  my  gal  mode,  though  I grant  you  the  girl 
isn't  around  nearly  as  much.  Once  in  this  mood  I thought 
back  to  many  of  the  really  close  calls. 

There  was  the  time  I was  driving  in  a severe  rain  storm, 
visibility  was  only  a couple  of  feet  as  I crossed  an  ungated 
railroad  crossing.  The  driving  rain  was  so  intense  I couldn't 
see  the  flashing  lights,  but  as  I glanced  out  the  side  window 
of  my  car,  there,  not  20  feet  away,  was  a locomotive  beari  ng 
down  on  me.  I just  cleared  the  tracks  by  jamming  down  the 
gas  pedal  and  the  train  passed  behind  me! 

For  reasons  only  a young  and  foolish  male  driver  can 
explain,  I used  to  take  my  hot  '57  Pontiac  with  it's  three 
carb  motor  out  on  the  back  country  roads  and  'blow  the 
carbon"  out  by  driving  it  wide  open  for  an  hour  or  so.  That 
is,  until  the  time  a motorist  pulled  on  to  the  highway  from 
a driveway  and  stalled  the  car  across  the  2 lane  road  I was 
barreling  down.  I went  around  the  back  of  the  stalled  car, 
through  the  ditch  with  both  feet  on  the  brake  pedal,  all  4 
tires  locked  up,  and  my  eyes  bulging  out  of  my  head.  My 
speed  had  to  be  over  1 00  mph,  but  nothing  happened! 

Or  the  time  I told  a customer  to  start  his  car  while  I 
watched  the  motor  run,  and  the  idiot  simply  reached  in  and 
turned  the  key  on  his  old  Mustang  that  was  in  first  gear.  It 
started  and  slammed  me  against  the  back  wall  of  my  shop 
and  pinned  me  there  with  it's  rear  wheels  spinning  madly 
on  the  wet  slippery  floor  that  I had  hosed  clown  moments 
earlier.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  wet  floor  and  his  nearly  bald 
tires,  I might  not  have  escaped  with  only  2 bruised  legs. 


I raced  an  old  Chevy  at  the  local  dragstrip  for  over  3 years 
and  I don't  ever  think  I'll  forget  the  time  I crossed  the  finish 
lights  at  1 1 6 mph  at  12.43  seconds  and  calmly  began 
applying  the  brakes  to  avoid  the  newly  shortened  shutdown 
lane's  dead  end  wall.  It  was  then  that  I remembered  a brake 
line  that  I'd  never  completely  tightened  the  night  before.  It 
was  also  then  that  the  pedal  contacted  the  floor,  throwing 
the  car  into  a 360  degree  spin  that  brought  it  to  a halt  with 
nary  a scratch  — at  least  on  the  car!  From  ten  feet  away  that 
wall  looked  mighty  big...  and  very  tough. 

Four  years  ago  I raised  a caron  one  of  my  in-ground  lifts 
at  work  and  walked  under  it  to  begin  a repair.  This  was  an 
older  lift  whose  safety  locks  had  rusted  away  years  ago.  At 
just  that  moment  a quarter  inch  hole  rusted  through  the 
bottom  of  one  of  the  oil-filled  cylinders  8 feet  below 
ground.  The  hoist,  with  attached  car,  dropped  1 0"  in  half  a 
heartbeat  striking  me  on  the  head  , but  only  hard  enough  to 
break  the  skin.  At  that  point  enough  oil  was  still  in  the 
cylinder  to  stop  the  hoist  from  failing  farther  for  a few 
minutes.  I got  out  from  under  the  car  and  lowered  it  safely 
to  the  ground.  Luckily,  my  hard  head  is  one  of  the  few 
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places  no  damage  can  be  done  to  my  body! 

I clearly  remember  the  evening  I was  looking  out  the 
front  window  of  my  shop's  waiting  room  and  saw  a hole 
appear  in  the  window,  and  heard  the  "thunk"  of  a bullet 
hitting  the  cinder  block  wall  2 inches  away  from  me...  a spot 
I'd  just  vacated  only  moments  earlier.  My  first  thought  was 
how  in  the  heck  did  that  hole  get  there  — and  then  it  hit  me 
what  had  just  happened.  Yet,  there  wasn't  a car  on  the  street 
or  any  person  visible  anywhere.  The  bullet's  still  in  the  wall 
underneath  the  decorative  brick  facing  my  wife  and  I glued 
on  31  years  ago! 

I should  also  mention  the  car  I took  for  a test  drive  many 
years  ago.  The  owner  complained  about  a strange  vibration 
at  high  speed.  "High  speed"  turned  out  to  be  over  85  mile 
per  hour.  That's  when  I finally  felt  it.  Back  at  the  shop  I put 
it  on  the  hoist  and  found  three  bolts  had  come  off  the  right 
hand  lower  control  arm  and  the  last  one  was  less  than  two 
turns  from  coming  off.  Had  that  happened  while  driving, 
the  wheel  would  have  collapsed  under  the  car.  At  85,  well, 
we  won't  think  about  that! 

Now,  none  of  this  stuff  happens  to  me  while  I'm  running 
around  in  a dress.  So  it's  safe  to  assume  that  I'd  be  much 
better  off  wearing  dresses  full  time.  And  just  to  be  really 
safe,  whack  off  that  male  organ  that  seems  to  drive  me 
towards  these  insane,  life  threatening  situations.  If  I were  a 
woman,  it  would  be  a safe  bet  that  I would  have  never  had 
any  of  this  happen.  I'd  be  very  content  doing  "woman's 
work,"  nice  and  safe  in  some  office,  worrying,  at  best,  about 
getting  a big  behind.  Or  home  taking  care  of  my  family, 
washing  clothes,  vacuuming  the  house,  fixing  meals...  uh, 
ya  know...  that  bullet  wasn't  really  THAT  close...  and  the 
bolt  under  that  car  didn't  come  off.  And  I did  miss  that 
stalled  car! 

Heck,  I've  been  out  in  worse  situations  with  my  tow 
truck  and  never  had  a problem.  Why  is  it  bothering  me 
now?  And  who  says  you  only  get  nine  lives  anyway?  Maybe 
it's  1 2...  or  1 4.  Maybe  I ought  to  go  try  on  that  new  dress  I 
haven't  had  a chance  to  get  into,  and  stop  worrying  that  I 
might  expire  before  I get  to  see  it  on  me!  Betcha  that's 
what's  behind  my  silly  thinking  today! 

You  see,  I can't  cook.  The  only  way  I know  how  to  boil 
water  is  to  overheat  an  engine!  After  years  of  endless 
practice,  I've  got  the  hang  of  our  toaster  and  don't  burn  the 
bread  anymore!  I'm  also  pretty  good  with  a peanut  butter 
sandwich.  I will  admit  to  watching  my  wife  prepare  food 
and  it  isn'tall  that  pleasant  looking.  At  least  it  turns  out  very 
well.  (She's  a very  good  cook.)  But  to  go  through  all  that 
work  just  to  watch  some  ignoramus  scarf  it  down  in 


seconds...  I don't  think  so! 

I've  vacuumed  before,  in  fact,  lots  of  times.  I do  a project 
in  a room  and  make  the  usual  mess  on  the  rug.  I vacuum  it 
up  when  I'm  all  through.  But  to  vacuum  the  entire  house, 
nearly  every  day?  And  watch  that  ignoramus,  or  the 
grandkids,  mess  everything  up  shortly  thereafter?  It  doesn't 
sound  like  a world  of  fun  to  me.  I've  torn  apart  the  washer 
and  dryer,  repaired,  cleaned  and  maintained  them  for  37 
years.  Haven'taclue  howto  wash  clothes.  My  nineyearold 
granddaughter  has  done  it  all...  for  a long  time  already! 

My  wife  and  I have  discussed  this  little  flaw  with  my 
feminine  side.  She  seems  to  think  that  since  I want  to  be  a 
woman,  I ought  to  really  act  like  one.  Telling  her  that  I 
handlethree  inch  heels  pretty  well  was  not  whatshe  meant! 
Neither  was  getting  guys  to  whistle  at  me  or  hold  doors 
open  for  me,  or  holding  my  own  in  a crowd  of  people. 
She  brought  up  how  I was  always  busy  when  one  of  the 
kid's  diapers  needed  changing  (well,  YEAH!)  or  who  it 
wasthatcleaned  up  when  oneofthem  gotsick.  Uh,  I can 
put  down  new 
floor  tiles,  just 
don't  ask  me  to 
scrub  and  wax 
them.  Or  wash 
windows.. . or 
any  of  the  doz- 
ens of  tasks  she 
handles  every 
week  to  main- 
tain some  form 
of  order  in  our 
household. 

Maybe  I won't 
mention  this  new 
revelation  to  her, 
how  I'd  be  so 
much  better  off 
living  as  a 
woman,  just  so  I 
don't  use  up  any- 
more of  my  nine 
lives.  A statement 
I ike  that  just 
might  use  them 
all  up.  A 


Lady  Like  • 23 


0acfaJ3i£ 


(PHOTO  PREVIEW 


LADYLIKE  PROFILE 


GIRL  TALK 


MIRROR  MIRROR 


GRACE  & STYLE 


LL#2:  Debbie  Brooks 


J2acfy/3i£e 


PHOTO  FEATURE 
The  Porchester  Ball ! 

A MORE  GLAMOROUS 
YOU  Fashion  Tips 
LADYLIKE  PROFILE 
Two  For  The  Price  Of  One! 


GIRL  TALK 

Fashion  & Beauty  Advice 
MIRROR  MIRROR 
Readers  Share  Photos! 


GRACE  & STYLE 

Our  Deportment  Depart. 


LL#3:  Lucille  Spencer  By  MaU! 


LL#4:  Kelly  Sheridan 


^ r LL#5:  Morgan  Stevens  miferWelb 


DRESSING  FOR  PLEASURE 

New  York’s  Annual  Costume  Bash 
For  Crossdressers  And  Fetishists! 


LL#13:  Tribute  to  Tippi 


b LL#14:  Sharon  Tinsley 


LadtLk  Prow  #2 

Meet  Laura  Ralston 

LmncBka 

fiction  by  S&ran  Spurtda 

Ah>Mok... 


DADY1M 


LadyLjke  Profile  #1 

Stocxi  b a real  sfljfsw. 

Auto-Photo 

Technkxbs 

Delia  vanMaris  finishes  her  series 
on  BfcIng:,ourcv<n  photos 


LL#15:  Rachael  Jean  Tracy 


and-- 

10  LL#21:  Diane  Richards 


and  also 
Kell  Grey 

The 

Chajto  3 


BMotbiebe  , 
BmrlTtm ma 

Bimfotkitvte  v-  1 


ffltl  mR'iriHfc 


LL#22:  Linda  Lewis 


TV  Fashion  Models 


LL#23:  Lori  Larkin 


Married  T\ 


lots  cf  pharos  r A 

Hi 

■in 

° LL#24:  Fran  Williams 

hrji 

i W 

JM 

LL#25:  Dee  Gregory 

\direntur 


p«  LL#32:  Anndrea  Daniels 


Letters 
Loiters 
& Wore 
Letters 


TL  Resource? 
i .<  & Events 

Photography 

• ^n‘ 


I LL#33:  Jean  & Kristin 


LL#34:  Devon  Cass 


LL#44:  Guava  Chiffon 


LL#42:  Michelle  Lynn 


LL#43:  Darlana  Stevens 


LL#6:  JoAnn  Rob 


LADYLIKE 

PERSONALS 


RESOURCE 


THE  BRIDAL  PACE 

v 

pi 

1 

MIRROR  MIRROR 

LADYLIKE  PROFILE 

III 

I.M 

LL#7:  Mary  Black  S 

J LL#10:  Marlayna  Lacie 


LL#1 6:  Photo  Annual  #3  mm 


LadyLikc 


SPECIAL 

REPORT 

In  The  Eye  Of 
The  Beholder 

Interview 
With  a 
Drag 
'Queen 

faddy  Aldndge 


fiSl 

ife 


LL#18:  Special  FI  Feature 


magazine 
Admits  Ou 


LL#19:  Nancy  Ann  Howes 


DOUBLE 
DYNAMITE 
PROFILES 
Nancy  Ann 
Hones  A 


Fiction! 

• Another  Story 

• The  Problem 


! I.L#27:  Diane  Van  Horne 


mwtpj 
II  mi 
fjjbmn 


LL#30:  Sharon  Davidson 


Island 

Goddess 

Pictorial 

Gorgeous  gals 
from  Hawaii 


IVlitoo  Review 

Sanity  La  Rue  m 

Operation  Fre<J 


Photos,  photos,  photos. 


retrial  '■ 


LL#37:  Sarah  Thomas 


Photo  Feature 

Goddess  of.fhe 
Universe 

Recapturing  The  Past 
With  Photoshop 


Letters,  Letters 


p LL#38:  Foxy  Roxy 


LL#39:  Amanda  Richards 


LL#40:  Ellen  McKinnon 


if  Photos! 


LL#48:  Julia  Anders 


Double  Foto  Feotures: 

#1  ModelSearch 
#2  Aft  Fashions 


DromoQueen  ™ 

French  TV  f 


Profile  Girl 


foxy  Roxy 


Get  tin’ In 


Trouble 


Again 


Paradise  In 
The  Poconos 


HfflBBlfl 

LL#49:  Krystal 


lJOfendo  Lawrence 

Chocolate : 
r Uot  fust  For 
Breakfast! 

Commentary 

Roxanne  Van  Mess 
Wendl  facksoa 

and 

photos, 

photos, 

photos! 


Black 


Foxy  Roxy 

St.  Lou  L * Road  Trip— to  Vutit  an  Admirer! 


I went  St.  Louis  for  St.  Patrick's 
weekend,  where  my  special  'ad- 
mirer' lives.  Though  the  weather 
was  cold  and  rainy  the  first 
three  days,  I had  a wonderful 
time  - brunches  with  my 
pal  Jim  during  the  day 
and  then  getting 
wined  and  dined  by 
him  as  my  date  at 
night.  Unfortunately  I 
failed  to  snap  pics  in  drag 
at  the  mall,  movie  or  restau- 
rant because  I feared  calling 
undue  attention  to  me  and  that 
I'd  be  discovered  and  we'd  be 
ridiculed  by  homophobes.  Mat- 
ter of  fact,  I stood  out  like  a neon 
sign  with  my  green  sequined  dress 
and  matching  pumps  at  the  restau- 
rant Saturday  night!  )im 
said  he  saw  guys 
nudging  their 
dates  to  look  at 
us  (me)  but  no- 
body said  any- 
thing to  us  nor 
laughed.  All  in 
all,  it  went  quite  well  and  Jim  didn't  freak  out  and 
abandon  me  there. 

I arrived  as  "en  homme"  at  Lambert  Airport  in  St. 
Louis  on  Thursday  afternoon.  Jim  picked  me  up  and  we 
went  to  eat  at  a Chili's  restaurant.  At  his  home  he 
showed  me  to  the  extra  bedroom  where  I could  unpack 
and  hang/keep  all  of  Roxy's  clothes,  wigs  and  shoes. 
That  evening  I transformed  into  Roxy  and  wore  the  silky, 
long,  translucent  night  gown  Jim  bought  me.  I sauntered 
down  the  steps  to  greet  him  while  he  played  music  in  the 
basement  he  had  remodeled  into  an  entertainment  room. 
We  played  music  trivia  and  danced  all  night  while 
drinking  my  favorite  brew,  Miller  Lite  - with  a straw! 

On  Friday  Jim  took  Steve  shopping  for  green  jewelry 
for  Roxy  to  wear  on  St.  Patrick's  Day.  That  evening  I 


transformed  into  Roxy,  wearing  a sporty  black  jacket 
outfit  with  green  emerald  buttons  and  an  iridescent 
green  skirt,  which  I had  shortened  and  tapered,  to  show 
off  my  sexy  legs.  Since  we  were  going  to  see  a movie  at 
the  mall,  I opted  for  my  4"  black  pumps.  As  it  was  rainy 
and  close  to  freezing  temperatures  that  night,  he  dropped 
me  off  at  the  entrance  to  the  mall  while  he  went  looking 
for  a parking  space,  When  Jim  finally  joined  me  inside 
he  realized  his  mistake  - the  theater  was  at  the  extreme 
opposite  end!  It  was  7:00  pm  and  the  place  was  packed 
with  youths  and  couples.  Jim  noticed  my  nervousness 
and  held  my  hand  as  we  walked  to  the  movie  theater, 
just  like  any  other  couple.  It  felt  like  we  had  walked  a 
mile  or  more.  I tried  not  to  make  eye  contact  with 
anyone  while  I waited  for  him  to  purchase  our  tickets. 
Fearing  I would  need  to  use  the  ladies'  room  later,  I even 
skipped  the  snackbar!  Once  inside  the  dark  theater,  I felt 
relieved  and  we  watched  the  latest  Julia  Roberts  movie 
(We  saw  Erin  Brockovitch  last  year)  as  I put  my  head  on 
his  shoulder. 

The  movie  ended  close  to  1 0:00  pm  and  yet  the  mall  was 
nowhere  near  empty.  Shops  were  barely  closing  and  there 
were  throngs  of  people  walking  around.  I pretended  to  gaze 
into  the  shops  as  we  slowly  made  our  way  to  the  Mai  I's  exit. 
I waited  inside  while  Jim  brought  his  car  to  pick  me  up. 
Though  I was  standing  in  front  of  a large  video  arcade 
spilling  over  with  rowdy  youths,  no  one  seemed  to  notice 
I was  a boy  dressed  as  girl. 

Then,  since  Jim  had  been  wanting  to  see  a drag  show 
accompanied  by  someone,  we  swung  by  a two-level  gay 
bar  downtown,  Magnolias,  and  saw  the  1 1 :00  pm  show 
upstairs  and  then  we  danced  downstairs  until  2:00  am. 

On  Saturday  Jim  took  Steve  to  a different  mall  to  buy  a 
variety  of  pantyhose  for  Roxy,  brands  which  I cannot  find 
at  home.  That  afternoon  Jim  also  made  reservations  for  us 
at  an  upscale  Italian  restaurant.  Since  it  was  St,  Patrick's 
night,  I wore  my  green  sequined,  tight,  short  dress  with 
matching  bolero  jacket,  matching  sequined  pumps  and  my 
red  fox  fur  coat.  When  we  arrived  at  Lombardo's  at  8:00 
pm,  the  valet  opened  the  door  for  me.  Jim  opened  the 
entrance  door  for  me,  and  when  we  reached  the  Maitre'd 
Jim  told  him  we  had  reservations  for  two.  Though  the  place 
was  packed  with  diners,  we  didn't  have  to  wait  at  all  and 
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our  waiter  lead  us  to  our  table,  in  a nice,  romantic  comer. 
When  he  returned  to  take  our  order,  Jim  ordered  for  me. 
After  a wonderful  meal  of  Shrimp  Scampi,  I convinced  Jim 
to  accompany  me  for  a drink  at  the  piano  bar  across  the 
dining  room.  As  soon  as  we  found  a table  a waitress 
suddenly  approached  to  take  our  order  even  before  I had  a 
chance  to  tell  Jim  what  I wanted  to  drink.  What  the  hell,  I'd 
gotten  this  far  without  incident,  so  I went  ahead  and 
ordered  a glass  of  white  wine,  in  my  own  voice,  with  no 
apparent  reaction! 

At  1 0:30  we  left  the  bar,  and  since  Jim  is  notfamiliar  with 
nightclubs  that  play  top  40  hits,  we  decided  to  go  to 
another  gay  bar  to  see  if  they  had  a drag  show.  We 
visited  The  Complex,  where  Jim  had  to  drop  me  off  at 
the  entrance  while  he  looked  for  a parking  space 
nearby,  since  the  lot  was  completely  full.  Once  in- 
side, I heard  familiar  dance  mixes  and  Jim  and  I found 
a place  for  us  to  sit  at  the  end  of  the  main  bar.  Though 
the  bar  is  considered  gay,  we  saw  many  straight- 
looking couples  there,  probably  just  there  to  enjoy 
the  variety  of  popular  'techno'  dance  tunes.  After  a 
few  brews,  I enticed  Jim  to  join  me  on  the  dance  floor 
where  I shook  my  booty  down  to  the  ground.  I even 
got  asked  to  dance  by  a butch-lesbian  who  asked  Jim 
for  permission  first! 

Sunday  the  sun  finally  broke  through  the  diminishing 
rain  clouds  and  Jim  took  Steve  downtown  where  we  took 
photos  of  the  TWA  Stadium,  where  the  Rams  play,  Busch 
Stadium,  home  of  the  Cardinals  and  Kiel  Center  where  the 
Blues  hockey  team  play.  Last  year,  I had  already  been  to  the 
Gateway  Arch  and  taken  the  Budweiser  Brewery  tour  so  we 
didn't  do  those  this  time,  but  we  did  swing  by  the  riverfront 
Casino  at  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  to  take  a look. 

Since  both  of  us  had  Monday  off,  we  decided  to  make  the 
most  of  the  weekend  and  go  out  one  last  time,  We  had  seen 
a flyer  at  the  Complex  the  night  before,  advertising  a drag 
show  at  1 1 :00  pm  and  decided  to  check  it  out.  I wore  my 
short,  tight,  purple  pullover  dress  with  long  sleeves  and 
matching  5"  purple  high  heel  pumps,  and  the  purple  rabbit 
fur  jacket  Jim  sent  me  for  Christmas.  We  arrived  at  1 0:30 
and  the  place  was  already  jammin'!  People  were  sitting 
around  the  stage  in  anticipation  of  he  show.  Jim  and  I stood 
near  the  edge  of  the  dance  floor  and  I hopped  onto  one  of 
the  large  floor  speakers  in  order  to  get  a good  view  of  the 
show.  The  show  began  15  minutes  late  but  it  was  quite 
understandable  to  me,  well  knowing  the  time  and  effort  it 


takesto  be  able  to  transform  yourselfconvincingly.  The  gals 
were  made  up  gorgeously  and  glamorously  dressed,  The 
show  went  on  for  45  minutes  before  they  took  a break  and 
the  dance  music  resumed.  I checked  my  coat  and  Jim  and 
I hit  the  dance  floor.  Amazingly  I was  the  only  queen  in  the 
crowd  - the  whole  bar  for  that  matter  - except  for  the 
performers,  but  they  were  in  the  dressing  room.  Before  the 
end  of  the  night,  Jim  and  I were  bustin'  moves  and  turnin' 
heads  on  the  highest  level  of  the  dance  stage! 

We  finally  left,  a few  minutes  before  2:00  am,  exhausted 
from  a long  night  of  dancing.  We  hit  the  sack  at  2:30  and 
promptly  went  to  sleep  because  I had  to  get  up  at  8:00  am 
that  morning  since  my  flight  would  be  leaving  at  noon!  I still 
had  to  remove  my  makeup  and  start  repacking  everything 
I brought  into  my  travel  bags,  and  then  some! 

Jim  and  I barely  made  ittotheairport-down  to  the  wire. 
He  had  to  drop  me  off  at  the  front  entrance,  while  he  went 
to  look  for  a parking  space  - it  felt  weird  - because  this  time 
it  was  in  boy-mode,  not  as  Roxy!  a 
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Fridoline,  Histoire  Veridique  d’un 
Jeune  Homme  Devenu  Actrice 


"Fridoline,  The  True  Story  of  a Young  Man 
Who  Became  an  Actress ” 

In  the  last  installment  of  DramaQueen  (LL#48) 
we  delved  into  the  origins  of  "fem-dom"  fiction. 
Those  practically  pornographic  stories  of  female 
domination  where  women  have  the  upper  hand  and 
men  are  easily  subjugated  to  their  will.  We  say 
"practically  pornographic"  because  many  of  these 
stories  include  no  actual  "sex."  Well,  nothing  Bill 
Clinton  would  call  "sex."  There's  no  genitals,  pen- 
etration or  orgasm.  Even  groping,  kissing  and  fon- 
dling may  be  absent.  The  focus  is  on  role  reversal 
and  the  exchange  of  power.  The  male  is  confronted 
by  a dom  inant  female  authority  figure.  She  demands 
his  total  humiliation  and  loss  of  his  freedom.  In 
return  she  offers  the  guilty  pleasure  of  submission. 

This  submission  is  enforced  through  an  irresist- 
ible fetish,  the  crux  of  the  story.  Fetishes  in  fem-dom 
fiction  seem  to  come  in  two  flavors.  There's  either 
bondage  with  ropes  and  leather  or  there's  feminiza- 
tion with  corset,  high  heels  and  silk.  The  number  of 
variations  on  these  two  is  amazing  and  all-impor- 
tant. The  fetish  featured  is  what  determines  the 
book's  audience  and  there  are  many  niche  groups  to 
be  considered  when  marketing  fetishes.  Reluctant 
Press,  the  name  says  it  all,  is  a tg  community 
publisher  of  many  forced  feminization  stories.  The 
sub-genres  in  their  catalogue  include  feminization 
of  boys,  feminization  with  explicit  sex,  feminization 
with  change  of  sex,  feminization  without  sex,  femi- 
nization combined  with  infantilism,  feminization  of 
only  secondary  sex  characteristics,  the  permuta- 
tions go  on  and  on.  The  right  balance  will  bring  the 
reader  back  to  a single  page  or  paragraph  night  after 
night  for  a gratifying  read. 

in  all  of  these  stories  the  animus  dominates 
himself  or,  more  accurately,  his  fetish  dominates 
him.  And  though  some  end  with  a whimper  of 
"Nevermore,"  others  go  out  in  a bang  of  self-discov- 
ery as  the  previously  buried  anima  stirs.  There's  no 
moral  presented,  but  if  there  were  one,  it  would  be 
that  man  is  prisoner  to  his  own  psychology. 

Though  there  are  hundreds  of  titles  available 
today,  forced  feminization  has  a long  lineage.  The 
oldest  titles  we've  encountered  are  from  the  late  1 9th 


il  s'approcha  si  pres  quo  ia  bouche  oarmin<5e  embrassa 
la  gracieuse  image  (p.  29). 


He  approached  so  close  that  his  crimsoned 
mouth  kissed  the  graceful  image. 

and  early  20th  centuries.  Some  of  these  ancient  tales 
are  available  in  reprints  like  The  Petticoat  Dominant 
from  1898,  the  oldest  title  we  know.  Several  books 
from  the  1 920's  have  also  been  reprinted.  The  popu- 
lar Miss  High  Heels  has  enjoyed  three  different  pulp 
editions.  A sexed-up  serialized  version  also  appeared 
in  the  short-lived  magazine  "Sissy  Times."  The  origi- 
nal tale  is  almost  a pure  fetish.  The  emphasis  is  on 
feminization,  submission,  bondage  and  foot 
fetishization.  Genitals  are  only  obliquely  mentioned 
twice,  as  went  we're  told  to  the  third  leather  "glove" 
intended  to  keep  the  subjugated  Evelyn/Denise  mod- 
est in  the  presence  of  women.  In  the  "Sissy  Times" 
version,  available  from  Mags,  Inc,  genital  sex  pops 
up  in  almost  every  scene. 

Perhaps  no  one  published  more  forced  feminiza- 
tion fiction  in  the  first  half  of  the  20th  century  than 
Select-Bibliotheque  of  Sceaux,  France,  just  outside 
Paris.  Their  advertising  proclaimed  that,  "Select- 
Bibliotheque  never  publishes  anything  ordinary.  Every 
manuscript  that  is  not  original,  captivating  and  liter- 
ary is  firmly  rejected.  In  every  genre,  each  of  our 
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SELECT-BJBL.IOTHEQUE  N 56 


He  had  become  Fridoline,  theatrical  actress. 

publications  achieves  maximum  interest."  Most  of  Select- 
Bibliotheque's  readers  were  interested  strong  fetish  fare 
with  titles  like  White  Women  Slaves,  Chateau  of  the  Whip 
and  Under  the  Yoke  in  Louisiana;  titles  that  would  sell 
books  today.  But  much  of  Select-Bibliotheque's  output  was 
forced  feminization  stories  like  You  Will  Become  a Girl!  A 
True  Story  (Tu  deviendras  fille!  Histoire  vraie)  from  I 935, 
which  we  examined  last  time. 

The  owner  of  Select-Bibliotheque  was  Don  Brennus 
Alera,  if  that  is  his  real  name.  It's  such  a strange  name.  Even 
the  language  is  indefinite,  though  it's  pretending  to  be 
Spanish  by  using  "Don."  It's  probably  a pseudonym.  But 
whoever  he  is,  he  either  wrote  or  translated  53  of  the  83 
titles,  including  You  Will  Become  a Girl!,  listed  in  the 
catalogue  on  the  last  page  of  the  book.  Most  of  his  stories 
involve  bondage,  judging  from  the  titles,  though  he  also 
wrote  books  about  the  forced  feminization.  Some  Select- 
Bibliotheque  titles  were  available  in  English  translations. 
We've  recently  seen  an  Engl ish  copy  of  In  Satin  Slippers  and 
Fetters  of  Steel  that  lists  five  additional  titles  in  English.  The 


original  paper  cover  of  this  book  has  been  removed.  The 
insides  were  cropped  and  rebound  in  hard  cover.  This  copy 
may  have  belonged  to  some  group  or  organization  for  glued 
to  the  inside  front  cover  is  a typed  message: 

"This  book  contains  8 illustrations.  Kindly  have  consideration  for  all 
readers  and  don't  remove  either  illustrations  or  pages.  At  times,  we  go 
to  extra  trouble  and  expense  to  procure  the  same.  Others  cannot  be 
duplicated.  Therefore,  treat  the  next  reader  with  the  same  consider- 
ation as  you  want  to  be  treated,  yourself!" 

We're  happy  to  report  that  all  eight  illustrations  are  still 
in  the  volume. 

As  the  quote  above  shows,  these  books  have  been 
difficult  to  find,  if  not  exactly  rare,  for  decades.  LadyLike 
would  like  to  thank  Gerard  Koskovich,  San  Francisco- 
based  dealer  in  rare  queer  books  and  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  GLBT  Historical  Society,  for  making  You 
Will  BecomeaGirl  and  Fridoline:TheTrue Story ofa  Young 
Man  Who  Became  an  Actress  available  to  DramaQueen 
and  for  translating  excerpts  of  the  texts. 

Don  Alera  wrote  a series  of  at  least  four  books  chroni- 

Very  red  fingernails,  like  claws  that  still  had  blood  on  them. 


— Les  ongles  tr&s  rouges,  comme  des  griffes  auxquellw 
il  resterait  du  sang  (p.  162). 
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cling  the  domination  and  feminization  of  a young  man 
named  Frederic  de  Montignac.  Fridoline  is  the  fourth. 
French  readers  would  recognize  de  Montignac  as  an  aris- 
tocratic name.  The  audience  for  these,  then  inexpensive 
volumes,  were  likely  working  or  middle  class  men,  who 
were  all  too  ready  to  believe  the  worst  about  society's  idle 
upper  crust.  This  class  distinction  is  only  one  of  a number 
of  elements  designed  to  lend  credibility  to  these  improb- 
able stories.  All  three  stories,  Miss  IHigh  IHeels,  You  Will 
Become  a Girl  and  Fridoline,  though  written  in  the  early 
20th  century,  are  set  at  the  end  of  the  19th.  Fridoline  was 
published  in  1 926  after  World  War  I dimmed  memories  of 
this  earlier  era.  Even  if  the  reader  couldn't  live  a charmed 
I ife,  where  no  one  mentions  money  and  everyone  is  free  to 
engage  in  full-time  sensuality,  perhaps  it  was  possible  for 
different  people  in  another  time  just  out  of  reach. 

There  are  at  least  four  books  in  the  F rederic  de  Montignac 
series.  We  have  only  partial  titles  for  some  from  catalogues. 
Others  are  complete.  The  first  seems  to  be  simply  called 
Fred.  It  presumably  tells  how  Frederic  became  a slave.  Fred 
may  not  involve  feminization  to  a great  extent,  for  it's  the 
second  volume  that  proclaims  transformation,  Frida,  The 
True  Story  of  a Young  Man  Who  Became  a Young  Woman. 

Next  is  Frederique  which,  unlike  the  others,  has  been 
recently  translated  into  English.  It's  available  in  two  differ- 
ent versions,  one  from  Masquerade  and  the  other  from 
Dead  ulus.  The  final  book  of  the  series  seems  to  be  Fridoline: 
The  True  Story  of  a Young  Man  Who  Became  an  Actress. 
Though  as  FodoUne  ends  there's  a h i nt  that  the  story  will  be 
continued,  we've  been  unable  to  find  successive  volumes. 

The  original  edition  of  Fridoline  contained  21  7 pages  of 
story  plus  17  pages  of  publisher's  advertisements.  At  the 
end  of  the  text  the  reader  is  offered  four  additional  prints  at 
1 franc  each,  not  available  in  the  book,  "to  complete 
Fridoline."  These  are  presumably  racier  than  the  standard 
illustrations  included  with  the  book.  They  include  such 
titles  as  "Servile  Punishment"  and  "Tied  Up  by  the  Italian 
Girls."  The  illustrations  from  the  book  were  also  available 
as  "artistic  prints"  on  better,  or  at  least  heavier,  paper 
perhaps  with  better  quality  printing.  These  also  sold  for  1 
franc  separately  with  discount  for  buying  ten  or  more.  If 
Don  Alera  was  still  publishing,  he'd  probably  offer  Frederic 
de  Montignac  & Countess  action  figures  so  you  could  stage 
your  favorite  scenes  at  home. 

When  Fridoline  begins  Fred  is  already  a slave  named 
Frida,  his  masculinity  a distant  memory.  In  previous  vol- 
umes he  was  feminized  and  later  given  or  sold,  like 
property,  to  a new  mistress.  In  his  new  home  the  former 


Monsieur  de  Montignac  has  the  following  thoughts  while 
the  Countess  is  walking  on  his  back  in  high  heels: 

"Frederic  de  Montignac  no  longer  regretted  having  become  a woman 
because  he  felt  so  happy  being  the  slave  to  such  a beautiful  person,  a 
fascinating  creature,  an  imperious  and  fantastic  goddess...  As  for  love, 
if  he  had  still  been  capable  of  feeling  it  as  a man,  this  faculty  was 
atrophying  in  him  each  day." 

But  since  the  feminization  has  already  taken  place, 
what's  left  for  the  plot  but  variations  on  an  old  familiar  tune? 
Unlike  "Star  Wars,"  this  may  have  became  a series  by 
accident.  Perhaps  the  popularity  of  the  first  story  inspired 
the  publisher  to  continue  the  tale.  This  is  what  appears  to 
have  happened  to  two  series  from  the  1 960's.  Nan  Gilbert 
wrote  about  half  a dozen  stories  about  the  feminization  of 
a young  man  named  Leslie.  The  titles  included  Captive  in 
Silks  and  Lad  in  Petticoats.  The  publisher  was  Turnabout.  A 
few  years  later  the  series  was  continued  by  Mutrix,  another 
publisher,  who  added  another  dozen  or  so  titles.  By  the  end 
continuity  was  out  the  window.  The  tale  more  resembled  a 
television  series,  using  the  same  characters  in  an  endless 
series  of  plot  twists,  than  a novel  with  a beginning,  middle 
and  end.  An  even  more  extreme  example  is  Empathy  Press' 
Baby-Laced  Bridegroom.  Rumor  has  it  that  one  author 
wrote  the  first  ten  volumes  and  the  poetic  prequel,  and 
other  authors  took  it  from  there.  The  result  is  a rambling  epic 
of  several  dozen  installments. 

In  Lridoline,  Lred/Lrida  is  feminized  all  over  again.  Fie  is 
transformed  into  a different  woman.  The  next  major  event 
in  the  book,  once  the  Countess,  whose  Christian  name  is 
Myrtile,  has  finished  exercising,  is  a visit  to  the  beauty 
parlor,  a "special  and  factitious  establishment."  The  owner 
knows  Frida  is  a boy  and  she  delights  in  being  party  to  his 
domination,  even  if  he  is  already  a girl.  This  adventure  goes 
on  for  25  pages,  about  1 0%  of  the  book.  Fred,  now  Frida  is 
to  become  Fridonline.  He  might  try  to  rebel,  but  as  the 
following  passage  shows,  he's  already  defeated. 

"The  young  man  was  bereft  again.  He  saw  that  the  series  of  sacrifices 
that  were  being  imposed  upon  him  was  not  yet  finished.  And  now  here 
he  was  about  to  lose  the  very  color  of  his  skin  (through  the  use  of 
makeup)  in  order  to  transform  him  into  an  artificial  and  totally  different 
person.  This  thought  tormented  him  all  evening  long.  He  was  still  in 
this  bad  mood  the  next  day  when  Myrtile  announced  to  him  that  he 
would  be  taken  to  a beauty  parlor  that  very  day." 

As  the  time  for  departure  approached  Fridonline,  as  the 
Countess  now  called  him,  was  more  and  more  nervous.  He 
was  using  impatient  gestures.  He  said  to  himself  that  if  he 
just  had  a little  more  energy  he  would  refuse  to  go.  If  the 

continued  on  next  page 
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Countess  had  suspected  this  interior  debate  she  would  have 
handcuffed  and  chastised  him. 

At  the  salon  the  Countess  explains  how  she  wants  Frida 
to  become  Fridoline.  The  director  says: 

"What  an  excellent  idea.  With  this  type  of  face  and  this  hair  style 
there's  nothingelse  to  be  wanted.  We  will  give  hera  warm  complexion 
and  we  will  give  to  this  young  beauty  a certain  troubling  aspect,  a 
slightly  eccentric  appearance  that,  surely,  a mysterious  and  evocative 
charm." 

Though  the  entire  process  is  lavish  in  detail,  special 
attention  is  given  to  the  manicure: 

The  hands  of  the  young  man  were  neat  and  well  cared  for.  But  the  two 
women  ordered  that  these  hands  still  need  something  to  bring  attention 
to  them. 

"Longer  nails,  don't  you  think." 

"And  some  very  red  nail  polish." 

"Yes!  As  if  they  were  claws  on  which  there  was  still  some  blood." 


Darling  little  shoes  of  patent  leather,  light  and  excentric. 


De-  coquets  petits  souliers  <ie  peau  venue,  iegws, 
fantaisistes  (p.  186). 


— On  dirait  une  idole...  (p. 


You'd  think  you  were  seeing  an  idol. 

"The  hands  of  this  young  and  beautiful  artiste  must  have  something 
violent,  even  violent,  about  them." 

The  results  of  this  second  feminization  are,  of  course, 
astounding.  No  sooner  has  Fred  gotten  used  to  being  one 
woman,  than  he  is  transformed  into  another.  When  the 
process  is  completed  Countess  Myrtile  gloats: 

"She's  unrecognizable.  You  could  walk  right  past  her  and  you 
wouldn't  even  recognize  her.  I would  defy  anyone  to  try."  The 
metamorphosis  was  absolutely  radical.  Frida's  physiognomy  was 
completely  changed.  It  had  lost  its  mobility.  Its  vivacity,  its  rebellious 
air.  She  had  become  similar  to  the  elegant  woman  who  had  brought 
herthere.  She  was  cold,  placid,  subtle,  and  enigmatic.  Atthesame  time 
attractive  and  disturbing. 

But  one  thing  has  remained  the  same  and  as  they're 
leaving  the  salon  Countess  reminds  Fridoline  that, 
"Fredoline,  like  Frida,  is  my  slave." 

Myrtile  sends  Fridoline  off  to  audition  at  various  theaters. 
Eventually  she  is  accepted  at  the  Empire  Theatre,  a low 
class  venue.  Fridoline  is  to  sing  a song  in  a revue  cal  led  "The 
Empire  of  Women,"  a spoof  of  the  day's  news.  It's  a small 
role,  but  to  the  Countess  it's  another  grand  victory. 
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The  audition  was  decisive.  No  one  suspected  the  hoax, 
even  though  these  were  men  and  women  of  the  theater, 
accustomed  to  costumes,  which  rendered  the  actor  unrec- 
ognizable. If  there  had  been  anything  imperfect  about  the 
metamorphosis  of  this  young  man,  they  would  have  discov- 
ered it.  But  even  they  believed  she  was  a beautiful  Parisian. 

On  opening  night,  as  Fridoline  is  taking  her  bows: 

In  her  loge,  a radiant  Myrtile  was  beaming,  "There  is  my  handiwork: 
this  woman  acclaimed  by  an  audience  in  raptures  — this  woman 
toward  whom  the  desire  of  more  than  one  man  is  certainly  drawn  — 
is  Frederic  de  Montignac,  my  infibulated  slave.  No  one  would  suspect 
that  he  is  a man;  he  has  even  forgotten  it  himself." 

"Infibulated"  may  be  an  unfamiliar  word,  but  it's  very 
apt.  Originally  it  was  an  anthropological  term  referring  to 
the  practice  of  piercing  a woman's  genitals  and  running  a 
ring  through  them  to  prevent  coitus  except  to  the  woman's 
"owner."  Here  the  word  is  very  well  placed  because,  for  the 
congnizenti,  it  has  connotes  both  the  Countess'  complete 
control  of  Fred's  body  and  his  total  immersion  in  the 
feminine  role.  So  this  is  the  Countess'  victory.  Making  a 
youth  into  a lady.  For  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  Fridoline  is 
a woman,  not  a drag  queen. 

Indeed,  Fred,  who  had  become  Fridoline,  had  nothing  in 
common  with  those  professional  female  impersonators 
who  use  a borrowed  physique  to  mislead  spectators — right 
up  to  the  last  moment  when  the  performer  pulls  off  his  wig. 
Rather,  Fred  had  acquired  the  mentality  of  woman:  It  was 
as  a woman  that  he  enjoyed  the  homage  of  his  audience 
and  allowed  their  desires  to  rise  up  around  him.  He  was  not 
a performer  who  benefited  from  studies  designed  to  ensure 
the  success  of  a well-presented  hoax.  Instead,  he  was  a 
woman  who  had  made  a happy  debut  on  the  stage:  He  was 
Fridoline,  theatrical  actress. 

And  the  Countess's  boasts  are  confirmed  for  as  a young 
man  in  the  audience  watches  Fridoline  adjust  her  costume 
the  reader  is  told  that,  "He  had  not  found  it  unpleasant  to 
see  Frida  hike  up  her  dress." 

In  the  over  1 00  years  since  the  earliest  fem-dom  novella 
we've  found  to  today  the  genre  hasn't  changed  much.  The 
plots  share  many  elements,  but  they  all  have  one  thing  in 
common:  a man  is  constrained  by  circumstance  to  dress  as 
a woman  with  fetishistic  interest.  The  man  can't,  or  won't, 
escape.  His  psychological  makeup  forces  him  to  submit 
and  be  feminized.  The  submission  can  be  with  or  without 
bondage,  with  or  without  explicit  sex.  But  it  is  inevitable. 
The  character  in  the  book  and  the  reader  have  this  in 
common.  For  the  reader,  too,  is  held  in  sway  by  his 
psychology.  After  all  his  fetish  caused  him  to  buy  the  book. 


Or  many  books  on  the  same  subject.  So  fetish  drives  the 
character,  the  reader  and  in  many  cases  probably  the 
author,  too.  But  the  attraction  of  a fetish  is  not  visible  to 
everyone.  So,  if  we  read  all  the  fem-dom  books  ever 
published,  would  we  have  read  hundreds  of  stories  or  the 
same  story  hundreds  of  times? 
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Jane  Martin 

The  plain  truth  about  Jane... 


Childhood  Reflections 


Life's  little  ironies!  To  be  born  male, 
wishing  you  were  a female.  To  be  a woman, 
desiring  to  touch  only  kindred  female  flesh. 
To  be  a boy,  desiring  to  be  wrapped  in 
satin,  nylon  and  lace.  What  if  you  were  all 
of  the  above  and  desired  a soul  mate?  That 
would  be  irony! 

Secrets  are  the  feelings,  confidences 
and  mutual  experiences  shared  by  two 
girlfriends  while  growing  up.  It's  their  basis 
for  attraction  to  one  another.  It's  their  com- 
mon bond.  It  unites  and  provides  for  them. 
It  may  cause  them  to  giggle  when  they're  in 
public  or  to  become  solemn  when  they're 
alone.  They  may  feel  embarrassed...  but 
they  are  content  because  neither  one  dis- 
approves of  the  others  feelings. 

Puberty  is  an  odd  phenomenon  that 
occurs  to  one's  body  at  about  age  eleven. 
It  causes  hormonal  changes,  creates 
newfound  tingling  emotions  as  well  as 
pubic  hair.  Most  children  skinny-dip  in  a 
playmate's  backyard  pool.  They're  asexual 
innocents  splashing  about  and  laughing. 
Fresh  pubic  hair  can  become  embarrass- 
ing, especially  if  you  are  the  first  one  in  the 
group  to  acquire  it!  My  initial  reaction  was 
a feeling  of  invasion  to  my  body.  I rem- 
edied this  by  shaving  with  a safety  razor.  In 


one  fell  swoop,  I removed  the  first  wisps  of 
pubic  hair  from  my  genitalia.  I immedi- 
ately felt  better!  Something  wrong  had 
been  righted. 

Clothes  do  more  than  protect  against 
the  elements.  They  define  your  sexual  ori- 
entation, as  well  as  alter  the  relationship 
between  you  and  your  surroundings.  They 
label  you  male  or  female.  And,  with  a 
certain  sense  of  panache,  they  help  define 
your  personal  sense  of  style  and  promote 
self-esteem.  Clothing  adds  dimension  and 
structure  to  your  life...  as  long  as  you  fit 
into  one  camp  or  the  other! 

As  a child,  I enjoyed  fashion:  the  look, 
feel,  texture  and  attitude.  Women's  cloth- 
ing attracted  me  like  an  acolyte  tothealtar. 
I ached  to  dress  in  a feminine  manner  and 
to  be  a girl.  Yet  looking  into  the  mirror,  I 
saw  a contradiction.  It  seemed  to  make 
perfect  sense  to  me  that  I should  correct 
this  disparate  image.  At  puberty,  I started 
gingerly  investigating  my  mother's  lingerie 
drawer.  I coveted  prancing  around  wear- 
ing her  stockings,  girdles,  panties,  bras, 
high  heels  and  dresses.  They  became  my 
adolescent  toys.  The  feeling  intoxicated 
me.  Whenever  I visited  that  magical  place, 

I felt  as  though  I was  Peter  Pan's  Wendy, 
flying  off  to  Never  Never  Land. 

Humiliation  is  a man-made,  wholesale 
emotion.  It's  an  affliction  you  acquire  when 
your  little  secret  gets  somehow  revealed. 
You  get  'caught'  at  an  inopportune  mo- 
ment by  family  and  friends:  standing  there 
with  hairless  genitals,  wearing  woman's 
clothing,  primping  with  your  hair,  experi- 
menting with  makeup,  lipstick  and  mas- 
cara. To  their  thinking,  you've  betrayed 
your  gender!  You're  behavior  is  deviate. 

People  can  sometimes  become  cruel, 
insensitive,  threatening  and  uncompromis- 
ing! It's  somehow  their  duty  to  "make  a 
man  out  of  you."  You're  suddenly  a laugh- 
ing stock,  the  butt  of  whispers  at  school. 


Your  parents  'explain  you'  to  their  friends. 
How  could  something  that  felt  so  good  turn 
into  something  so  embarrassing? 

My  first  sense  of  self-pity  started  to  set 
in.  Nonetheless,  I apologized  to  no  one. 
My  reaction  was  not,  "I'm  never  going  to 
do  this  again."  It  was  simply  and  defiantly, 
"I'm  never  going  to  get  caught  again!" 

The  dawn  of  sexual  exploration 

By  the  time  I entered  high  school,  I 
began  to  observe  what  girls  were  wearing. 
It  became  my  preoccupation,  my  secret 
quest.  The  sight  of  flesh  colored,  classic, 
old  school,  nude  hosiery  with  dark  tan 
toecaps,  heels  and  stockingtops,  tethered 
to  girdles  with  smooth  satin  front  panels 
thrilled  me  to  no  end!  The  very  thought 
made  me  blush. 

I enjoyed  hearing  the  sound  stockings 
made  as  feminine  thighs  rubbed  together. 
It  was  ecstasy  to  hear  girls  dart  from  the 
bathroom  and  run  down  the  hallway  atthe 
last  moment,  just  as  the  bell  started  to  ring. 
Occasionally,  the  back  of  a pleated  plaid 
skirt  would  get  caught  in  the  waistband  of 
their  girdle...  as  they  bolted  to  class.  The 
feeling  of  seeing  something  'forbidden' 
made  that  vision  all  the  more  'precious.' 

I attended  study  hall  in  the  school  li- 
brary so  I could  leisurely  investigate  all  the 
books  that  were  on  the  lowest  shelf  in  a 
corner  of  the  room.  Kneeling,  I would 
glance  at  all  the  stockings  and  girdles.  I 
would  becomet’ascinated  as  the  girls  would 
cross  their  legs  at  the  thigh  and  nervously 
jiggle  the  heel  of  their  shoe  against  their 
ankle.  I would  savor  each  glimpse  at  the 
flatness  of  their  'delta.'  I wondered  if  mine 
would  be  as  flat  if  I wore  a girdle?  I could 
feel  a tingling  sensation  in  the  same  area  of 
my  body  and  I wondered  if  girls  always  felt 
this  way?  How  delicious  to  be  a girl! 

I longed  to  wear  my  own  girdle.  I went 
to  the  local  department  store,  slowly  wan- 
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dering  through  the  'foundations  and  inti- 
mate apparel'  section  and  wondered  with 
amazement,  staring  at  all  the  sensual  man- 
nequins. I felt  like  a choirboy  solemnly 
walking  through  a cathedral  and  gazing  at 
all  the  statues. 

Figuring  that  no  sales  clerk  would  dare 
sel  I a boy  girls  clothing,  I plottedto  stalkmy 
object  of  desire!  I decided  to  try  on  some 
slacks  in  a dressing  room  that  was  located 
just  opposite  the  women's  department.  On 
my  way,  I clumsily  dropped  them  on  top  of 
a stack  of  girdles.  Reaching  down,  I tucked 
my  conquest  inside  the  trousers  and  set  off 
for  the  dressing  room.  Once  inside,  I ner- 
vously waited  about  5 minutes  to  make 
sure  that  no  one  came  to  question  me.  I slid 
into  my  girdle,  admired  my  newly  femi- 
nine torso  and  the  flatness  of  my  figure. 
Then,  I deposited  my  trial  slacks  back  in 
the  men's  department  and  shaking  my 
head  "No,"  I walked  out  of  the  store. 

That  night,  I could  hardly  wait  to  get  to 
my  bedroom.  I rolled  on  a pair  of  old 
school  stockings,  slid  into  my  newly  ac- 
quired girdle  and  attached  the  garters  to 
thestockingtops.  In  the  middle  of  the  night, 

I awoke  with  a sensation.  My  groin  ached 
and  it  felt  like  I had  to  "go  to  the  bath- 
room"? I wondered  if  I had  hurt  myself 
somehow  by  wearing  a girdle?  The  more  I 
rolled  around  in  bed  and  rubbed  up  against 
my  bed  sheets,  the  more  I ached.  I would 
later  come  to  the  real  ization  that  I about  to 
have  my  first  wet  dream! 

I purchased  my  firstshoulder  length  wig 
by  the  time  I was  18.  I began  shaving  the 
hair  from  my  body.  Adult  bookstores  al- 
lowed me  to  discover  that  I wasn't  the  only 
one  who  felt  this  way.  I read  transvestite 
magazines,  gasped  at  the  beauty  and  took 
forbidden  pleasure  in  coveting  all  those 
girls.  I consumed  paperback  novels  read- 
ing about  spinster  aunts  and  boarding 
school  headmistresses.  I longed  to  find  a 
community  of  people  who  understood, 
accepted  and  would  welcome  me?  Even- 
tually, I reached  adulthood,  sought  out 


people  and  places  that  were  'simpatico'.  I 
began  to  discover  myself. 

Being  a Tgirl 

I adore  the  process  of  getting  feminine; 
putting  on  makeup,  lipstick,  doing  my  toe- 
nails, fingernails,  styling  my  wig  as  well  as 
that  final  spritz  of  perfume!  My  monthly 
feminine  regimen  includes  body  waxing 
so  I may  stay  pearlescently  smooth  and 
hairless  all  over.  Rolling  up  a pair  of 
Victoria's  Secret  ultra  sheerthigh  high  stock- 
ings over  pedicured  toenails,  sliding  into  a 
satin  bra  and  panties,  pulling  a silky  shim- 
mering dress  over  my  head  and  clicking 
into  my  heels  sets  my  mood  for  the  evening! 

Romantically,  I enjoy  being  what's  been 
deemed  "lipstick  lesbian."  I enjoy  the  com- 
pany of  another  Tgirl.  Dating  has  become 
a somewhat  recent  experience  although  a 
quite  intoxicating  one  savored  like  French 
Cognac  inside  a warm  snifter. 

I've  metan  object  ofdesireand  ourdate 
proved  to  be  a celebration  of  my  lifelong 
gender  voyage.  Pray,  become  a voyeur 
with  this  following  description: 

She  opened  the  door  to  her  apartment, 
stared  momentarily  and  inhaled  slowly.  I 
was  beckoned  to  "please  come  in."  Ethe- 
real new-age  music  played  on  the  stereo. 
FI ickering  cancllel ight  danced  through  two 
glasses  of  Merlot  perched  on  the  mantel. 
Burgundy  shadows  cast  signaling  passion 
and  setting  the  scene  for  our  lipstick  les- 
bian liaison. 

After exchangingour  initial  "hello,  how 
do  I look,  do  you  like  my  dress,  is  my  make- 
up OK...?",  we  had  a heartfelt  conversa- 
tion that  led  to  a sense  of  amorous  chemistry 
and  romantic  self-awareness.  Gentletouch- 
ing  seemed  as  natural  as  sea  breezes.  Our 
sense  of  smell  was  titillated  by  the  scent  of 
perfume  mixed  with  body  heat.  Our  sense 
of  taste  was  aroused  by  lipstick  melting 
into  lipstick  and  tongues  dancing  inside 
our  mouths.  Our  eyes  turned  glassy  with 
desire.  Our  emotions  tingled  through  to 
our  nerve  endings.  We  were  fire  & wood, 


smoldering  in  yellow  & orange  flames  and 
soothing  waves  of  heat. 

I looked  into  my  paramour's  eyes.  Our 
embrace  lingered  and  our  stolen  moments 
felt  magical.  I sensed  my  dress  being  slow- 
ing lifted  and  watched  as  a varnished  fin- 
gernail tip  touched  my  delta. 

As  a memento,  I left  a lipstick  imprint 
upon  her  inner  thigh,  just  above  the 
stockingtop.  I traced  the  outline  of  her 
tethered  garter  with  the  tip  of  my  tongue 
then  gently  kissed  the  cotton  panel  that 
covered  her  Georgia  O'Keefe.  Thoughts 
entered  my  mind  of  a river  winding  through 
a pastel,  southwestern  desert  canyon. 

We  inverted  and  worshipped  at  each 
other's  Delta  of  Venus...  like  it  was  a 
religion  and  the  ritual  was  bonding  and 
uniting  our  souls.  My  paramour  placed  her 
ankles  over  my  shoulders  and  I gently 
separated  her  hips.  We  made  noise  with 
abandon.  I hungered  to  hear  her  sexy-talk, 
her  girl-talk,  her  baby  talk,  her  naughty- 
talk...  the  phrases  that  only  lovers  know 
how  to  utter.  That  audible  sensation  further 
stimulated  us  until  our  anxieties  were  re- 
leased and  radiated  with  satisfaction  in 
each  other's  arms.  I drifted  to  the  edge  of 
consciousness...  at  peace  with  the  world. 

In  the  Afterglow 

I still  search  for  a soul  mate,  someone 
who  will  make  me  feel  whole.  I often  ask 
myself  rhetorically,  "What  do  I enjoy  the 
most"?  I think  the  answer  is  "the  begin- 
ning," that  first  tentative  feeling  of  founda- 
tion garments  straining  during  an  initial 
romantic  interlude.  I love  the  warmth,  the 
wetness  and  the  nuance  of  it  all.  That  initial 
moment  always  stays  transfixed  upon  my 
memory. 

These  stories,  as  well  as  my  life...  beckon 
me  to  continue.  My  gender  sojourn  has 
begun.  I embrace,  explore  and  pursue  the 
feminine  spirit  given  to  me  at  birth.  O 

This  is  a bit  of  a departure  for  Ladylike,  a little  more 
racy  than  our  usual  fare.  Let  us  know  if  youd  like 
more  or  should  we  stick  to  what  we've  been  doing? 

See  a photo  of  Jane  on  page  45. 
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Resources 

North  American  Support  Groups 


National  US  Membership 
Organizations 

International  Foundation  for 
Gender  Education,  PO  Box  540229, 
Waltham,  MA  02454.  Publishes 
Transgender  Tapestry  ($40/year 
subscription).  Reprints  and  books  on 
TV/TS  subjects,  other  info.  Hosts 
annual  conference  in  different 
locations  around  the  country  Phone: 
617-899-2212. 

''ifgea>ifge.org""www.  ifge.org” 

Renaissance  Transgender 
Association,  Inc.,  987  Old  Eagle 
School  Rd.,  Suite  719,  Wayne,  Pa. 

19087.  610-975-9119  24  hr.  answering 
machine,  but  phones  are  answered 
personally  on  Monday  and  Thursday 
evenings.  Membership  fee  of  $40 
includes  the  monthly  publication 
"Transgender  Community  News.”  Also 
publishes  Background  Papers  and 
Community  Outreach  Bulletins  on 
transgender  issues  for  personal  and 
professional  use.  Speakers  available 
for  classroom,  corporate,  or  media 
discussions  of  transgender  issues. 
Renaissance  currently  has  four 
chapters  and  seven  affiliates. 

Affiliates  are  noted  with  ”(!)”  in  the 
list  below  Renaissance  is  a 501ICII3I 
non-profit  membership  organization 
"angelasren.org”  "www.ren.org” 

Society  for  the  Second  Self  (SSS), 

Box  194,  Tulare,  CA  93275.  Focused  on 
families  and  relationships.  Tri-Ess 
publishes  the  Femme  Mirror  quarterly 
and  hosts  an  annual  convention.  Tri- 
Ess  chapters  are  marked  with  in 
the  list  below.  Tri-Ess  is  a non-profit 
membership  organization. 
"jeftrissaol.com" 

Alaska 

Alaska  T People,  PO  Box  670349, 
Chugiak,  AK,  99567 

Arizona 

A Rose,  PO  Box  8108,  Glendale,  AZ, 
85312-8108,  602-488-0959 

Transgendered  Harmony,  PO  Box 
83927,  Phoenix,  AZ,  85701,  602-954- 
7553,  www.geocities.com/tgharmony 

Alpha-Zeta  (Tri-Ess),  PO  Box  28363, 
Tempe,  AZ,  85285-8363,  602-488-0959, 

Evolere  Transgendered  Foundation, 
1830  E.  Broadway  Blvd.  *124-269, 
Tucson,  AZ,  85719,  (520)  884-0541 

Southern  Arizona  Gender  Alliance,  300 
E Sixth  St,  Tucson,  AZ,  85705 

California 

U.S.  G I R L S.  Club.  P.O.  Box  3182, 
Cerritos,  CA,  90703-3182 

Diablo  Valley  Girls,  PO  Box  272885, 
Concord,  CA,  94527-2885 
www.transgender.org/tg/dvg/ 

American  Transsexual  Education 
Center,  1626  n.  Wilcox  Ave.  *584, 
Hollywood,  CA,  90028,  213-389-6938 

Gender  Expressions,  PO  Box  816, 
Lakewood,  CA,  90714,  310-869-4241 

CHIC,  PO  Box  17850,  Long  Beach,  CA, 
90807 


Access  Point,  PO  Box  7180,  Los  Osos, 
CA,  93402,  800-549-1749 

CD  Social  Group,  PO  Box  224, 

Montrose,  CA,  91021 

LKO  (Ladies  knight  Out),  3320  Chapman 
Ave.,  Orange,  CA,  92869,  (714)  289-0144 

PSGV  Transgendered  Support,  401 
South  Main  St. , Suite  104,  Pomona,  CA, 
91765,  909-620-8987 

Alpha  Chapter,  409  N.  Pacific  Coast 
Hwy.  *320,  Redondo  Beach,  CA,  90277, 
310-798-5637 

Born  Free,  PO  Box  52829,  Riverside, 

CA,  92517,  909-875-2687, 
www.B0rnFree2000.c0m 

Sacramento  Gender  Assoc.,  PO  Box 
162907,  Sacramento,  CA,  95816-2907, 
916-364-7212 

Neutral  Corner,  PO  Box  19008,  San 
Diego,  CA,  92159,  619-685-3696 

Center  for  Gay,  Lesbian,  Bisexual  S 
Transgendered  Community,  3909 
Centre  Street,  San  Diego,  CA,  92103, 
619-692-2077 

TGSF,  PO  Box  426486,  San  Francisco, 
CA,  94142-6486,  415-564-3246, 
www.tgsf.org/ 

LYRIC  (Lavender  Youth  Recreation  and 
Information  Center),  127  Collingwood 
St,  San  Francisco,  CA,  94117,  800-246- 
7743,  www.lyric.org 

Rainbow  Gender  Association,  PO  Box 
700730,  San  Jose,  CA,  95170-0730,  408- 
984-4044,  www.transgender.org/tg/ 
rga/rgapage  html 

Silicon  Valley  Gender  Association,  175 
Stockton,  San  Jose,  CA,  www.svga.org 

TranzcentralCoast,  P.O.  Box  14146,  San 
Luis  Obispo,  CA,  93406,  805-543-2126, 
tranzcentralcoast.org 

Sigma  Sigma  Beta,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box 
'9933.  So.  Lake  Tahoe,  CA,  96151,  n/a 

TG  Alliance  of  Coachella  Valley,  PO 
Box  391,  Thousand  Palms,  CA,  92276, 
760-323-9663,  humlog.homestead.com/ 
tgcoachellavalley 

Tri  Chi  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA, 
93275,  209-688-9246 

Ventura  Transgender  Outreach,  c/o 
GLCC,  3503  Arundell  Circle,  Suite  3-A, 
Ventura,  CA,  93003,  805-339-6340 

Colorado 

Phoneix  Project,  1740  South  Buckley 
Road,  *6-178,  Aurora,  CO,  80017 

Gender  Identity  Center  of  Colorado, 
Inc.,  1455  Ammons  St.,  Suite  100, 
Lakewood,  CO,  80215-4993,  303-202- 
6466,  www.transgender.org/tg/gic 

Pueblo  TV/TS  Support  Group,  1144 
Clarmont,  Pueblo,  CO,  81004-2808 

Connecticut 

connecticuTView,  PO  Box  2281,  Devon, 
CT,  06460,  www.transgender.org/ctv 

Connecticut  Outreach  Society,  PO  Box 
163,  Farmington,  CT,  06034,  (860)  604- 
6343,  www.ctoutreach.org 

GBSING,  c/o  PO  Box  162,  Haddam,  CT, 
06438 


Twenty  (XX)  Club  Inc.,  PO  Box  387, 
Hartford,  CT,  06141-0387,  203-646-8651 

District  of  Columbia 
Washington-Baltimore  Alliance,  PO 
Box  50724,  Washington,  DC,  20091- 
0724,  800-738-0389 

Delaware 

Renaissance,  Delaware  Chapter,  PO 
Box  5656,  Wilmington,  DE,  19808,  302- 
376-1990,  www.ren.org/rende.html 

Florida 

Starburst,  PO  Box  6822,  Clearwater,  FL, 
33756-6822,  727-523-8760 

Trans  Alliance  of  Gainesville,  PO  Box 
143102,  Gainesville,  FL,  32614-3102 

Mu  Beta  Gamma  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  4126, 
Hialeah,  FL,  33014,  305-653-8088, 
geocities.com/Athens/Atrium/8168 

North  Florida  Transgender  Group 
(NFTG),  768  Day  Ave,  Jacksonville,  FL, 
32205,  904-384-8965 

Animas,  PO  Box  420309,  Miami,  FL, 
33242,  NA 

Evolve,  946  N Mills  Ave,  Orlando,  FL, 
32803,  407-228-8272 

Emerald  Coast/PANTRA,  8084  N.  Davis 
Hwy  E3,  Pensacola,  FL,  32514 

Tampa  Bay  Gender  Alliance,  3708 
Swann  Ave,  Tampa,  FL,  33629,  813-985- 
3371 

Gender  Society  of  the  Palm  Beaches, 
c/o  Compass,  7600  s.  Dixie  Highway, 

W.  Palm  Beach,  FL,  33405,  561-533- 
9699,  www.compassglcc.com 

Phi  Epislon  Mu,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  3261, 
Winter  Park,  FL,  32790-3261,  (407)  263- 
8978 

Georgia 

AGE,  PO  Box  160003,  Atlanta,  GA, 

30316,  770-439-97b9. 
www.genderatlanta.org/ 

Sigma  Epsilon,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  272, 
Rosewell,  GA,  30077-0272, 
Unknown404-552-44i5 

Hawaii 

Hawaii  Transgendered  Outreach,  PO 
Box  8233,  Honolulu,  HI,  96830,  808- 
923-4270,  www.newbies.net/htgo/ 

Iowa 

Iowa  Artistry,  PO  Box  75,  Cedar 
Rapids,  IA,  52406,  N/A 

Central  Illinois  Gender  Assoc.,  PO  Box 
1925,  Clinton,  IA,  52733,  319-242-4405 

QCAD  Group,  PO  Box  1534,  Davenport, 
IA,  52809,  319-323-5492 

Idaho 

Tri-States  Transgender  Group,  PO  Box 
6691,  Boise,  ID,  83707,  208-368-8669 

Illinois 

Central  Illinois  Gender  Assoc  (CIGA), 
P.O.  Box  3082,  Champaign,  IL,  60826- 
3082 

Chicago  Gender  Society,  PO  Box 
578005,  Chicago,  IL,  60657,  708-749- 
1202,  www.chicagogender.com 

Chi,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  40,  Wood  Dale,  IL, 


60191-0040,  708-383-1677 

Indiana 

IXE,  PO  Box  20710,  Indianapolis,  IN, 
46250,  317-971-6976,  members.aol.com/ 
ixe/fish/ 

Transgender  Outreach  of  N.  Indiana, 
Ltd.,  PO  Box  2372,  Portage,  IN,  46368, 
219-650-2142 

Kansas 

KCCAF  (Kansas  City  Crossdressers  S 
Friends),  PO  Box  4092,  Overland  Park, 
KS,  66204,  9i3-79i_3847 

Kentucky 

BGB  Transgender  Support,  PO  Box 
20173,  Louisville,  KY,  40250,  502-346- 
5298,  www.transgender.org/bgb/ 

Louisiana 

Gulf  Gender  Alliance,  PO  Box  56836, 
New  Orleans,  LA,  70156-6836,  (504) 
943-1999,  www.gga.org 

Massachusetts 

Sunshine  Club,  PO  Box  564,  Hadley, 

MA,  01035-0564,  413-586-5004, 
www.umass.edu/stonewall/sunshine/ 

Innvestments,  PO  Box  2194,  Orleans, 
MA,  02653-3160,  508-563-3160, 
www.transgender.org/innv/ 

Tiffany  Club  of  New  England,  Inc.,  PO 
Box  71,  Waltham,  MA,  02454-0071,  781- 
891-9325,  www.tcne.org 

COMPASS,  PO  Box  229,  Waltham,  MA, 
02454-0229,  781-899-2212,  www.ifge.org 

TG  Support  Group,  36  Alpine  Rd, 
Wayland,  MA,  01778,  508-358-3512 

Maryland 

The  Bridge  Club,  PO  Box  11737, 
Baltimore,  MD,  21206-0337,  na 

Transgender  Support  Group  of 
Baltimore,  GLCC  of  Baltimore,  241  W. 
Chase  St.,  Baltimore,  MD,  21201,  410- 
837-5445  or  410-837-8888  (7-iopm) 

Chi  Epsilon  Sigma,  PO  Box  505, 
Brooklandville,  MD,  21022-0505, 
members.tripod.com/ 
-Chesapeake_Tri_Ess/ 

Washington-Baltimore  Alliance,  PO 
Box  1994,  Silver  Spring,  MD,  20915,  301- 
649-3960,  www.transgender.org/wba/ 
contact/index.html 

Maine 

Maine  Gender  Resource  S Support,  c/o 
Jean  Churchill,  PO  Box  1894,  Bangor, 
ME,  04402-1894 

Transsupport,  PO  Box  17622,  Portland. 
ME,  04101 

Michigan 

After  Six,  PO  Box  126,  Comstock  Park, 
MI,  49321 

IME  of  Western  Michigan,  PO  Box  1153, 
Grand  Rapids,  MI,  49501,  Unknown 

Lambda  Mu,  Tri-Ess.  PO  Box  246, 
Moline,  MI,  49335-0246. 
carla93sjuno.com, 
www.lambdamu.com 

TransGender  Michigan  517-347-3681, 
www.TransGenderMichiGan.org 
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Crossroads,  PO  Box  1245,  Royal  Oak, 

Ml,  48068-1245,  313-537-3267 

Friends  North,  Inc.,  PO  Box  562, 
Traverse  City,  Ml,  49685-0562,  (616) 
946-1804 

Minnesota 

Gender  Education  Center,  PO  Box  1861, 
Maple  Grove,  MN,  55311,  612-424-5445 

City  of  Lakes  Crossgender  Community, 
PO  Box  14844,  Minneapolis,  MN,  55414, 
651-229-3613 

Beta  Gamma,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  8591, 
Minneapolis,  MN,  55408,  i-877-4triess, 
www.tri-ess.com 

TransThursday,  c/o  District  202,  1601 
Nicolett  Ave  South,  Minneapolis,  MN, 
55403,  612-871-5559 

Tau  Epsilon  Mu,  PO  Box  40126,  St. 
paul,  MN,  55104,  1-877-487-4377, 
www.geocities.com/triessmn/ 

Missouri 

TransSisters,  4004  Troost  Ave.,  Kansas 
City,  MO,  64110,  816-753-7816 

St.  Louis  Gender  Foundation,  PO  Box 
9433,  St.  Louis,  MO,  63117,  314-367-4128 

Mississippi 

Southern  Belle  Society,  PO  Box  3112, 
Gulfport,  MS,  39505, 
members.xoom.com/RachelMc/ 

Montana 

Western  Montana  GLBT  Community 
Center,  615  Oak  ST,  Missoula,  MT, 
59801,  gaymontana.com/wmglcc 

North  Carolina 

Phoenix  Transgender  Support,  PO  Box 
18332,  Asheville,  NC,  28814,  828-669- 
3889 

Kappa  Beta,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  12101, 
Charlotte,  NC,  28220-2101,  704-565- 
5034.,  www.kappabeta.org 

Carolina  Transensual  Alliance  (CTA), 

112  Edwardia,  Charlotte,  NC,  27409 

Triad  Gender  Association,  PO  Box 
2264,  Jamestown,  NC,  27282-2264, 
(336)454-1493 

Sigma  Rho  Delta  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  90141, 
Raleigh,  NC,  27675-0141, 
www.geocities.com/SigmaRhoDelta/ 

NC  TG  Unity,  3201  Eluddlestone  Drive 
Apt  108,  Raleigh,  NC,  27612,  919-788- 
9830,  www.geocities.com/nctgunity/ 

Nebraska 

River  City  Gender  Alliance,  PO  Box 
8076,  Omaha,  NE,  68108, 
www.genderalliance.com 

New  Hampshire 

Tri-Ess  New  England,  PO  Box  7681, 
Nashau,  NH,  03o6o-768iNew  Jersey 

Chi  Delta  Mu,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  1,  River 
Edge,  NJ,  07661-0001,  800-484-7593 
(code  4985) 

Epsilon  Mu  Gamma,  PO  Box  4,  Three 
Bridges,  NJ,  08887,  717-364-2949, 
www.transgender.org/emg/ 

Sigma  Nu  Rho,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  9255, 
Trenton,  NJ,  08650,  (609)  392-1132 

New  Jersey  Support,  PO  Box  9378, 
Trenton,  NJ,  08650,  609-918-0603 

New  Mexico 

Transgender  Community  Group,  Meets 
at  the  University  of  New  Mexico, 
Albuquerque,  NM,  505-265-7655, 


www.tgnm.net 

Nevada 

Transsexual  Support  Group,  c/o 
Community  Counseling  Center,  1120 
Almond  Tree  Lane,  Las  Vegas,  NV,  702- 
369-8700 

Transgender  Supportand  Advocacy, 
Nevada,  1120  Almond  Tree  Lane,  Suite 
207,  Las  Vegas,  NV,  89108,  (702)  392- 
2132,  www.transgender.org/tg/ 
vegas_tg/i  ndex.  htm 

Equinox,  8175  S Virginia,  Suite  850-256, 
Reno,  NV,  89511-8981,  www.eqi.com/ 

New  York 

TGIC,  PO  Box  13604,  Albany,  NY,  12212- 
3604,  518-436-4513 

Buffalo  Belles,  PO  Box  1701,  Amherst, 
NY,  14226,  (716)  879-0973, 
www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/ 
Village/3339/ 

Shades  of  Lavender,  502  Bergen  St, 
Brooklyn,  NY,  11217,  718-622-2910  ext- 
104 

CrossDressers  International,  404  W 
40th  St  *2,  New  York,  NY,  10018,  212- 
570-7389 

Metropolitan  Gender  Network,  561 
Hudson  St.,  Box  45,  New  York,  NY, 
10014,  201-794-1665,  ext.  332 

Gender  Identity  Project  at  the  Lesbian 
S Gay  Community  Services  Center, 

One  Little  West  12th  Street,  New  York, 
NY,  10014,  212-620-7310, 
www.gaycenter.org 

CD’Network,  PO  Box  92055,  Rochester, 
NY,  14692,  716-251-2132 

Rochester  Transgender  organization, 
C/O  Gay  Alliance  of  the  Genesee 
Valley;  179  Atlantic  Avenue,  Rochester, 
NY,  14607,  716-442-2425 

Expressing  Our  Nature,  Inc.,  c/o  Pride 
Community  Center,  PO  Box  6608,  745 
N Salina  St. , Syracuse,  NY,  13217-6608, 
315-476-1658 

LIFE,  PO  Box  1311,  Watermill,  NY,  11976- 

1311 

MeNTA,  c/o  The  Loft  180  E Post  Rd  LL, 
White  Plains,  NY,  10601,  914-948-2987, 
www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/ 
Club/9166/ 

Ohio 

Crossport,  PO  Box  1692,  Cincinnati, 

OH,  45204,  513-768-3161, 

www.transgender.org/crossprt/ 

crossprt.htm 

Paradise  Club,  PO  Box  29564, 
Cleveland,  OH,  44129,  216-586-9292, 
www.tgfmall.com/tg/para 

Crystal  Club,  PO  Box  287, 
Reynoldsburg,  OH,  43068-0287,  614 - 
844-5371,  www.tgender.net/cc 

Alpha  Omega,  PO  Box  2053,  Sheffield 
Lake,  OH,  44054-0053,  216-556-0067, 
www.triess-alphaomega.org 

Oklahoma 

Gender  Outreach  of  Oklahoma,  P.0 
Box  2687,  Tulsa,  OK,  74101,  918-743- 
4297,  www.koolpages.com/genderok/ 

Oregon 

Rho  Gamma,  PO  Box  5551,  Grants  Pass, 
OR,  97527 

Intermountain  Transgender  Outreach, 
1524  Monroe  Ave.,  La  Grande,  OR, 
97850,  541-962-3466 


Northwest  Gender  Alliance,  PO  Box 
4928,  Portland,  OR,  97208,  503-646- 
2802,  www.nwgapdx.org 

Pennsylvania 

Renaissance  - Lehigh  Valley,  PO  Box 
3624,  Allentown,  PA,  18106,  610-821- 
2955 

Erie  Sisters,  1903  West  8th  St  "261,  Erie, 
PA,  16505 

Renaissance,  Lower  Susquehanna 
Valley,  PO  Box  2122,  Harrisburg,  PA, 
17105-2122,  717-780-1578, 
www.ezonline.com/lsv/ 

Transpitt,  PO  Box  3214,  Pittsburgh,  PA, 
15230,  412-422-1558,  www.transpitt.org 

TSG  (Transsexual  Support  Group), 

6020  Penn  Circle  South,  Pittsburgh, 

PA,  15206,  412-661-7030 

Renaissance,  Greater  Philadelphia, 

987  Old  Eagle  School  Road,  Suite  719, 
Wayne,  PA,  19087,  610-975-9119, 
www.ren.org 

Tennessee 

Swans,  PO  Box  12701,  Knoxville,  TN, 
37912-2701,  www.transgender.org/ 
swans/index. html 

Mirror  Image,  PO  Box  11052,  Memphis, 
TN,  38111-1052 

Tennessee  Vais,  PO  Box  92335, 
Nashville,  TN,  37209,  615-664-6883, 
www.transgender.org/tg/tvals/ 

Texas 

West  Texas  Gender  Alliance,  c/o  Tami 
Maloney,  5350  Llano  St.,  Abilene,  TX, 
79605 

Central  Texas  Transgender  Society,  PO 
Box  300487,  Austin,  TX,  78705,  512-452- 
1145,  www.cttgs.org 

Texas  Assoc,  for  Transsexual  Support 
(T.A.T.S.),  PO  Box  142,  Bellaire,  TX, 
77401,  281-437-2975, 
www.genderweb.org/-tats 

Alpha  Tau,  PO  Box  1398,  Georgetown, 
TX,  78627 

Gulf  Coast  Transgender  Community, 

PO  Box  66643,  Houston,  TX,  77266,  713- 
780-GCTC  (4282) 

Spouses  8 Partners  International 
Conference  for  Education  (SPICE), 

8880  Bellaire  B2  *104,  Houston,  TX, 
77036,  713-347-8747 

Tau  Chi,  Tri-Ess,  8800  Bellaire  B2,  Ste. 
104,  Houston,  TX,  77036,  713-988-8064 

Metroplex  CD  Club,  PO  Box  141924, 
Irving,  TX,  75014-1924,  972-264-7103, 
www.flash.net/-domega 

Austin  Second  Image,  PO  Box  679, 
Leander,  TX,  78641,  512-515-5460 

Epsilon  Tau,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  945,  New 
Waverly,  TX,  77358,  409-344-6014 

Nu  Epsilon  Tau,  PO  Box  14096, 

Pantego,  TX,  76094,  214-490-5738 

Utah 

An  Engendered  Species,  PO  box  11897, 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT,  84147,  801-364-0136 

Western  Transsexuals  Support 
Network,  4667  Holladay  Blvd,  *2,  Salt 
Lake  City,  UT,  84117,  801-277-8025, 
home.earthlink  net/-bethann48/utah/ 
index.html 

Virginia 

Transgender  Education  Association, 

PO  Box  16036,  Arlington,  VA,  22215,  301- 


949-3822,  www.tgea.net 

Washington 

Bellingham  Gender  Group,  PO  Box 
2004,  Bellingham,  WA,  98227,  360-445- 
3461,  www.bellinghamgendergroup.org 

Washington  Gender  Alliance,  PO  Box 
2261,  Bellingham,  WA,  98227 

Emerald  City,  PO  Box  31318,  Seattle, 

WA,  98103,  425-827-9494 

Ingersoll  Gender  Center,  1812  E. 
Madison,  Suite  106,  Seattle,  WA,  98122- 
2843,  206-329-6651  Fax  206-860-6064, 
www.ingersollcenter.org 

Wisconsin 

Gemini  Gender  Group,  P.O.Box  44211, 
Milwaukee,  Wl,  53214,  414-297-9328 

West  Virginia 

The  Valley  Girls,  P.O.Box  181,  Dunbar, 
WV,  25064-0181,  www.pridewv.com/tvg 

Trans-West  Virginia,  PO  Box  2322, 
Huntington,  WV,  25724 

CANADA 

Alberta 

Illusions  Social  Club,  PO  Box  2000, 
Calgary  T2C-1B4,  403-486-9661, 

Phi  Sigma,  Tri-Ess,  Box  81115,  755  Lake 
Bonavista  Dr.  S.E.  T2C-1B4 

British  Columbia 

Kootenays  Support  Group,  Box  270, 
Rossland,  VoG  1Y0,  250-362-5701, 

Cornbury  Society,  PO  Box  3745, 
Vancouver,  V6B-3Z1,  N/A, 

Zenith  Foundation,  Box  46,  8415 
Granville  St.,  Vancouver,  V6P  4Z9 

Transcend  Transgender  Support  S 
Education  Society,  PO  Box  8673, 
Victoria,  V8X  3S2,  (250)  413-3220 

Manitoba 

Masquerade,  c/o  832  Corydon  Ave., 
Winnipeg,  R3M  0Y2 

Ontario 

Ottawa  TS  Discussion  Group,  PO  Box 
42067,  RPO  St  Laurent,  Ottawa  KiK  4L8 

Gender  Metaphor,  PO  Box  27097, 
Ottawa,  KiJ  9L9 

Chrysalis,  349A  George  St.  N,  Suite  206, 
Peterborough,  K9H  3P9 

Xpressions,  PO  Box  223,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  M5W  1B2,  416-410-6949, 
www.Xpressions.org 

S.O.S.  Club,  519  Church  St,  Toronto, 

M4Y  2C9,  <4i6)-392-6874, 
webhome.idirect.com/-players 

Gender  Mosaic,  PO  Box  7421,  Vanier, 
K1L-8E4,  (819)  770-1945, 
www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/ 
9630/ 

Quebec 

Action  Sante:  Travesti(e)s  et 
Transsexuel(le)s  du  Quebec,  1626  Rue 
St-Hubert,  Montreal,  (514)  847-0067, 

Club  MET,  4113  Dorion  St.,  Montreal, 
H2K-3B8,  , 


o 
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Celebrating  33  years  of  making  fantasies  become  reality! 


/m  ^Wclaelsi^ 
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THidml  $detn  'cdetyMm, 


LONG  PAGE  BOY  w/  BANG  WIG 

All  wigs  will  fit  men’s  sizes 

Midnight  Black  (#1612), 

Med.  Brown  (#1613), 

Honey  Blonde  (#1614) 

Sale  $29.99 


TREASURE  CHEST  (#108) 

New  improved  strap-on  treasure 
chest  with  realistic  foam  padding. 
Changes  your  entire  appearance 
with  a soft,  pliable  “Real  Latex” 
torso.  Easy  to  put  on,  light,  com- 
fortable and  washable.  Nude. 
One  size  fits  all. 


Reg.  $99.95  (#1 08) 
NOW  $29.99 


Classic  5"  Pump  Item  (#  8220) 
5"  Heel  ,Red, 

Black  or  White  patent 
Sizes  5-10  (men's  sizes) 

$29.99  pair 

Sizes  11-16  (men's  sizes) 
$49.99  pair 


Classic  Silicone  Breasts  (#C-1 ) 
Best  selling  genuine  silicone 
breasts.  Provides  that  "natural" 
feel.  Prices  are  per  pair.  Color 
Nude 

Sizes  A,  B,  C,  or  D $139.99  pair 
DO  $199.99  pair 


TRANSVESTITE  SECRETS 
REVEALED  (#  1109) 

In  this  companion  video,  selling  for 
just  $19.99,  you  can  visit  the  back- 
stage  dressing  room  of  female 
impersonators;watch  and  listen 
as  they  apply  make-up,  put  on 
lingerie,  female  clothing  and  wigs. 
Sale  $19.99  (60  min.  VHS) 


HOW  TO  IMPERSONATE  A 
WOMAN  (#1108) 

Visit  the  backstage  dressing  room 
of  female  impersonators  and 
observe  as  they  apply  make-up, 
put  on  lingerie,  female  clothing 
and  wigs.  Michael  Salem  explains 
all  the  products,  size  conversion 
and  more. 


Sale  $19.99  (60  min.  VHS) 


Breast/Bra  Item  (#  1193) 

A one  piece  bra  made  of  soft, 
natural  latex.  The  breasts  are  filled 
with  firm,  yet  soft  foam.  It  attaches 
in  the  back  by  two  velcro  pieces. 
You'll  be  delighted  by  the  highly 
accented,  firm  nipples. 

Nude.  One  size  fits  all.  C-  Cup 
Sale  $49.99 


Satin  Cincher  (Item  # 105) 
Pulls  you  in  where  you 
want  to  be  slim.  Gives  you 
that  "hourglass"  figure. 
Removable  garters. 

Give  us  your  current  waist 
size  we  will  determine 
your  cincher  size. 

Black  or  White 
Sale  $35.99 


Michael  Salem  Boutique's 
Famous  transvestite  Catalog 

The  complete  guide  to  all  of 
the  Michael  Salem  Boutique's 
products  - shipped  in  plain 
wrapper  without  our  name 
on  return  address. 

A snip  at  $8! 


Visit  our  Internet  Superstore  www.crossdressing.ws 
•MAIL  TO:"  MICHAEL  SALEM  ENT.  INC.  P0  Boxl 781,  Dept.  GT t",  New  York," N.Y.  i 0150 

[Check  ltem(s)  Desired: 

| Michael  Salem  Boutique  TV  Clothing  & Publications  Catalog  $8.  Breast  Bra  $49.99  Treasure  Chest  $29.99 

| Long  Page  Boy  Wig  $29.99  Wig  Colors  (Check  one):  Midnight  Black,  Med.  Brown,  Honey  Blonde 


Classic  5"  High  Heel  Pump  $29.99  (SZ  5-10  men's)  $49.99  (SZ  11-16  Men's) 

Red  Patent , Black  Patent , White  Patent , Men's  Shoe  Size 


Satin  Cincher  $35.99  ( Waist  Size)  Cincher  Color  Black , White 

Exciting  Video:  “How  to  Impersonate  A Woman"  $1 9.99 

Transvestites  Secrets  Revealed  Video  $19.99 

Classic  Silicone  Breasts  Sizes  A,  B,  C,  or  D $1 39.99/pair  Size  DD  $1 99.99/pair 

I Enclose  $ Check MO Credit  Card Credit  Card# Exp.  Date: 

Signature 

Add  $9.95  Shipping  per  order,  Airmail  U.S.A.  Add  $10.00  Foreign  Add  $20.00  New  York  State  Residents  add  sales  tax  as  applicable. 

Name: Address: City State: Zip: 

Phone: Signature:_ e-mail 

This  signature  certifies  that  I am  over  21 . 

For  Credit  Card  Phone  Orders,  In  Person  Purchases  or  information  call  1 (212)  697-0644  or  1 (212)  986-1777/8  Fax  1 (212)  661-8510 
ALL  MAIL  SENT  DISCREETLY  IN  PLAIN  WRAPPER  (Our  name  does  not  appear  on  return  address) 


▲ Dawn,  Northridge,  mass. 
FWD3419 

Darlene,  Decatur,  Ga.  FWD3209  ► 


▲ Tiffany  Michelle,  Va.  - 
FWD2281 


Kristin  S.  ► 
360-23  W 
Schick  Rd 
PMB177 
Bloomingdale 
IL  60108 


Tina  Rapport,  NY  ▼ 


Jocelyn  Rescott,  NY  ^ 
jocelyntvbabe@yahoo.com  w 

Dee  Sinclair,  PO  Box  210841 
Columbia  SC  29221  T 


Rickee,  Silver  Spring, 
Md.  FWD3613  ▼ 


Lady  Like  • 41 


Profile... 

LL:  That's  great!  There's  nothing  like  being  one  of 
the  girls  at  the  salon  to  make  you  feel  really  femme. 
Have  you  been  there  dressed? 

M:  They  love  when  I come  in  dressed  to  get  my  hair 
styled.  I have  to  at  least  bring  photos.  Since  Janet  helps 
other  crossdressers  she  sometimes  puts  me  in  touch 
with  them.  That's  how  I met  Sarah  Thomas,  a good 
friend  and  fellow  Wegmans  fan. 

LL:  OK,  big  question:  do  you  have  friends  who 
don't  know  about  Melissa? 

M:  Yes  and  for 
a few  years  now 
I've  wanted  to 
come  out  to 
some  of  our 
friends.  Kate  and 
I would  discuss 
it  and  we'd  al- 
ways end  up  at 
loggerheads.  I 
want  to  let 
people  know  all 
about  me.  And 
besides  then  I get 
to  show  them  my 
photos  (nearly 
9000)! 

LL:  Oh,  you're 
a true  CD.  It's 
girls  like  you  that 
keep  film 
manufactuers  in 
business.  How 
does  Kate  feel 
about  it? 

M:  Kate  felt  it 
could  damage 
our  good  rela- 
tionships with 
our  friends. 

LL: That  could 
cause  problems. 


M:  Well,  this 
past  Christmas 
she  had  a change 
of  heart  and  we 
told  one  of  our 
dearest  friends, 

Jo.  Jo  was  sur- 
prised, but  not 
shocked  and 
took  it  in  stride. 

So  much  in  stride 
she  had  no  prob- 
lem sharing  my 
secret  with  two 
of  our  mutual 
friends. 

LL:  Oh  boy, 
loose  lips  can  sink  ships...  or  CDs.  Do  you  mind  that 
she  told  others? 

M:  No,  the  best  thing  is,  my  revelation  hasn't 
changed  her  feelings  toward  me.  It's  been  so  liber- 
ating to  share  this  part  of  my  life  with  others,  and 
my  only  regret  is  that  I didn't  do  it  sooner. 

LL:  Do  you  have  any  advice  for  novice  CDs? 

M:  Advice  for  new  girls?  Cetoutthere,  join  a group, 
go  to  the  mall,  do  something!  The  thing  I regret  most 
is  taking  so  long  to  get  out  of  my  closet. 

LL:  That's  another  one  I've  heard  from  a lot  of 
crossdressers.  We  take  so  long  to  get  comfortable 
with  the  idea  we  often  miss  a lot  of  fun.  Do  you  have 
any  special  plans  for  your  CD  lifestyle? 

M:  Future  plans?  FHmmrn...  Nothing  special.  I plan 
to  continue  to  enjoy  my  dressing  and  my  friends  till  I 
retire  to  that  old  crossdressers  home,  where  I'll  wear 
beige  dresses  and  sensible  shoes. 

LL:  I'll  be  there  before  you  but  I refuse  to  wear 
beige.  Well  Melissa,  thank  you  for  being  with  us  in 
the  pages  of  Lady  Like  today. 

M:  Thanks  for  asking  me  to  do  it.  I had  a great  time. 

O 
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How  To  Submit  Photos 

We  now  accept  digital  photos  if  they  are  of  sufficient 
resolution.  Do  not  overly  compress  digital  photos.  Do 
not  send  digital  photos  by  email  without  permission 
first.  We  cannot  use  inkjet  prints.  We  need  real  glossy 
photographs.  Please  do  not  send  more  than  four  (4) 
photos.  If  you  include  your  mailing  name  and  mailing 
address  on  the  back  of  your  photo,  we  will  print  your 
address  with  your  photo  in  the  magazine  so  people 
can  write  to  you  directly.  You  must  do  this  for  every 
photo  submitted.  Do  not  write  on  the  photos  with  ball 
point  ink.  Use  a permanent  marker.  If  you  are  a sub- 
scriber, we'll  forward  mail  for  you  for  the  length  of 
your  subscription.  Write  your  customer  number  on  your 
photos.  If  you  are  NOT  a subscriber,  include  $1 0 with 
your  photo  and  we  will  forward  mail  to  you  for  1 year. 


How  To  Reply  to  Photos 

If  you  want  to  write  to  someone  whose  picture  ap- 
pears in  the  magazine,  look  for  an  address  and  write 
directly.  Or,  look  for  a forwarding  number  like 
FWD9999  with  the  photo.  If  there  is  a FWD  number, 
write  your  letter,  put  it  in  an  envelope  and  in  pencil 
write  the  FWD  number  on  the  front.  For  each  letter  to 
be  forwarded,  put  your  letter  in  its  envelope,  correct 
postage  in  stamps  and  $2  in  another  envelope  (#1 0 or 
larger)  and  mail  it  all  to  us  here  at  LadyLike  Magazine, 
c/o  PO  Box  491 , Lionville,  PA  1 9353-0491 


How  To  Subscribe 

LadyLike  is  the  publication  that  treats  the  subjects  of 
transvestism  and  crossdressing  as  they  should  be 
treated,  with  respect  and  sophistication.  Chock  full  of 
great  features  and  loads  of  photos,  you  won't  want  to 
miss  a single  issue.  Every  issue  contains  important  and 
useful  information  to  help  you  realize  the  "ladylike" 
qualities  within  yourself. 

Subscription  Rates: 

U.S.  - $36;  Canada/Mexico  - $48;  Overseas  - $60 
Single  issues: 

U.S.  - $13;  Canada/Mexico  - $1 4;  Overseas  - $1  5 
Back  Issues  Available:  #39  thru  #47  only 

LadyLike  Magazine,  PO  Box  491 
Lionville,  PA  USA  19353-0491 


you  uill  look  your 
eminine  best  with  our  fantastic; 
genital  hiding  undergarment. 
Hdorn  like  a thong  panty,  our 
uniquely  designed  gafa  uili 
make  you  look  smooth  and 
lady  like  under  the  tightest 
W”  garments  all  the  timet 

SPECIAL  OFFER! 


Purchase  four  gaffs,  one  of  each  color... 
Black,  White,  Red  and  Nude/Bei 
for  only  $99.00. 

That's  like  getting 
one  gaff  FREE! 

You  pick  the  size  and 
enjoy  the  savings! 


Available  in:  Black, 
While,  Red,  Nude/Beige 
Sizes:  S (28-30),  M (32-34), 
L (36-38).  XL  (38-44) 

Price:  $33.00  each 


dill  out  your  hips  and 
derriere  uith  our  oun  uniquely  styled 
faur-padded panty.  Our  removable 
pads  and  fam  lycra  uiill  make  you 
look  and  fad  shapely  and  sexy! 

Availalbe  in:  Black,  Nude/Beige 
Sizes:  S (28-30"),  M (32-34"),  L (36-38"), 

XL  (40-42"),  2X  (44-46")  Price:  $40.00 
Additional  4-pack  of  foam  pads:  $5.00 

Please  Visit  Our  Websites:  www.cross-dress.bom 
www.drag-queen.com  • www.AIIHeelSForMen.com 


NAME 


ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 


DESCRIPTION 

OTY 

COLOR 

SIZE 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

SHIPPING  & HANDLING: 

$7.00  1st  item 

$3.00  each  additional  item 

FL  residents  add  6%  state  tax 


TELEPHONE  N0MBER 

Make  checks  or  money  orders  payable  to  SECRETS. 


SUB  TOTAL 
S&H 
FL  TAX 
TOTAL 


CREDIT  CARD  # 
SIGNATURE 


SEND  IN  YOUR  ORDER  TO: 

SECRETS 

4509  N.  Pine  Island  Road  • Sunrise.  FL  33351 
OR  CALL:  (954)  748-5855 


VISA 


F5=l  1 


WHEN  IN  SOUTH  FLORIDA,  PLEASE  VISIT  OUR  RETAIL  STORE  FOR  ALL  YOUR  CROSSDRESSING  NEEDS: 

CE^DETC  4509  N.  Pine  Island  Road  .. , "7  AO  COCC 
vCvmC  I v Sunrise,  Florida  33351  954  f 40a3003 
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▲ JoAnn  Worth,  PO  Box 
460126,  Escondido  CA  92046 


▲ Cheryl  Kane,  PO  Box  557, 
Amherst  OH  44001 
sylversmaid@yahoo.com 


If  you  are  the  person  in  this  photo 
or  you  know  who  this  is,  please 
contact  LadyLike  as  we  have  a bad 
address  for  you.  ▼ 


▲ Our  Profile  Girl  Melissa  Franks 


▲ Jamie,  c/o  Secret 
Treasures,  727  N Lake  Blvd. , N 


A Jeri  Jones,  PO  Box  9215, 
Salt  Lake  City  UT  84109 


A Lillian  F arrell  FWD  #3267 


Lisa  Ashley,  PO  Box 
141057,  Toledo  OH 
43614  ▼ 


Palm  Beach  FL  33408 
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▲ Sammy,  PO  Box  16284, 
Golden  CO  80402 


▲ Christine  FWD#3758 


▲ Cosmetic  Surgery,  anyone?  We  thought  you’d  all  get  a kick  outta  this 
sign.  If  you  see  something  like  this  near  your  home,  send  us  a photo! 


A Penny  Tatlock,  PO  Box  172, 
Yoncalla  OR  97499 


A Betty  Ann,  Ga. 
FW#4126 


A Jane  Debra  martin,  PO  box 
26691,  Wauwatosa  Wl  53226 
(see  Jane’s  story  on  page  36) 


A Renee  Miller,  503  Keystone  St, 
Waterloo  IA  50703 
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On  My  Mind. 

Wow!  Issue  #50.  I 
just  had  no  idea  back  in 
1 987  that  this  magazine 
would  be  so  popular 
and  last  so  long.  Lady- 
Like  started  as  a doodle 
on  a napkin  in  a restau- 
rant in  New  Orleans 
during  Mardi  Gras.  Mu- 
tual friends  introduced 
me  to  this  neat  guy  who 
had  an  idea  for  a magazine  for  TVs.  Thing  was,  he  really 
didn't  know  much  about  us,  not  being  one  himself,  but 
being  into  alternative  lifestyles.  So,  I started  out  a the 
"Agony  Aunt"  as  they  say  in  the  U.K.,  i.e.,  the  advice 
columnist.  Issue  #1  's  cover  was  from  Mardi  Gras  that 
year.  By  the  time  we  got  to  issue  #2  (almost  9 months 
later),  I was  doing  page  layouts  and  finding  the  profile 
girls.  By  issue  #7  my  partner  said  he  wanted  out  and  I 
became  sole  owner  of  Ladylike. 

Some  of  the  issues  are  unique.  Issue  #8  was  an  at- 
tempt to  get  4 issues  a year  on  the  street.  My  distributor 
would  only  take  three  a year,  so  I created  a LadyLike 
Photo  Annual  as  a fourth  issue.  It  worked! 

Issue  #10  saw  a return  to  full  cover  photos  as  in  issue 
#1 . Issue  #1 1 started  a series  of  beautiful  back  cover  ads 
from  Wildside  featuring  a beautiful  FI,  Jackie  Loren,  who 
has  since  passed  away  of  AIDS.  Issue  #1  2 was  a royal 
screw  up.  It  doesn't  say  "LadyLike"  on  the  cover  any- 
where. Try  getting  paid  for  that!  LadyLike  #1  3 was  per- 
haps the  most  controversial  cover  we've  ever  done.  The 
extreme  images  of  "Tippi"  and  Miss  X from  Vegas  In 
Space  generated  a lot  of  mail. 

Issue  #14  we  experienmted  with  a new  cover  design, 
and  again  with  #1  5.  The  idiots  at  the  printing  house  cut 
off  Rachael  Tracy's  head  and  I didn't  know  it  until  the 
mag  was  printed. 

Issue  #21  was  another  redesign.  Issue  #24  was  an- 
other royal  screw  up  at  the  printer.  They  swapped  the 
front  and  back  photos.  The  girl  on  the  cover  is  part  of  an 
ad.  Poor  Fran  Williams  never  got  her  cover  shot. 

Issue  #25  marked  a major  milestone.  While  I had 
owned  the  magazine,  I wasn't  in  control  of  its  distribu- 


tion. With  #25  came  a break  and  total  control.  I also 
repartnered  with  my  friend  who  had  started  the  mag. 

For  some  reason  issue  #28  sold  out  instantly.  It's  the 
only  black  background  cover  we've  done.  I had  my 
daughter  do  the  layout  on  the  LIPS  article.  The  "sold  out" 
phenomenom  happened  again  on  issue  #33,  the  father  & 
son  issue.  I could  understand  this  one.  With  issue  #35 
we  again  did  a redesign  and  that's  the  look  we're  still 
sporting  today.  I also  took  back  100%  ownership. 

Issue  #37  doesn't  say  "37"  on  the  cover.  I forgot  to 
change  the  number  and  that  caused  a major  billing  prob- 
lem. Issue  #38,  where  we  first  featured  Foxy  Roxy,  was 
our  third  sell  out  issue.  We  never  got  any  returns. 

Issue  #44  features  Guava  Chiffon  who  was  also  fea- 
tured on  the  cover  of  #30.  That's  the  first  time  anyone 
had  ever  appeared  twice  on  our  cover.  Issue  #48  has  Sa- 
rah Thomas  who  graced  the  cover  of  the  ill-fated  #37. 

So,  here's  issue  #50  and  Melissa  Franks.  I probably 
asked  Melissa  to  be  in  the  magazine  almost  10  years 
ago.  It's  taken  her  all  this  time  to  get  her  courage  up  to 
allow  us  to  feature  her.  I'm  sure  you'll  enjoy  her  story. 

I look  forward  to  producing  the  next  50  issues! 


Last  issue  I mentioned  I'd  have  news  of  political  sig- 
nificance to  the  TG  community.  There  has  been  an  offi- 
cial announcement  for  a Transgender  March  on 
Washington.  The  activity  is  in  the  earliest  planning 
stages.  Activists  from  all  over  the  country  convened  in 
Atlanta  in  early  May  to  get  the  ball  rolling.  A committe 
was  created  and  that's  about  it  for  now,  but  another 
planning  session  is  going  to  be  held  again  in  Atlanta  this 
August.  I could  not  make  the  first  meeting  but  I will  be  at 
the  second. 

Diane  Dale  made  a presentation  to  the  committe  and 
proposed  that  the  Transgender  Fund  be  the  official  dona- 
tion point  for  the  march  activity.  The  committee  ac- 
cepted our  proposal.  Diane  stepped  down  as  Chair  of 
the  Fund's  board  in  May  and  I took  that  position  effec- 
tive June  1 . If  you  visit  the  Transgender  Fund's  website 
<www.tgfund.org>,  you'll  find  the  latest  info  and  a way 
to  make  a tax-deductible  donation  to  the  march  activity. 

Stay  frosty  till  next  time! 

JoAnn  Roberts 
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best,  most  comprehensive, 
most  up  to  dateTG  resource  on 
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